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                                    Abstract
In terms of identifying masculine identities in British film, little critical attention has been given to either Michael Redgrave or Alec Guinness. As with representations of female identities in British film of this period, a disproportionate amount of attention has been given to the lavish Gainsborough costume dramas, and, in particular, their most popular star, James Mason. Mason’s roles in The Man in Grey (1943) and Fanny by Gaslight (1944) established him as a sex symbol and set the tone for future roles that “converted the traditional villain of stage melodrama—dark, menacing, deep voiced—into a Byronic figure, often cruel and vindictive but also thrilling, fascinating and highly erotic.”1
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            [Michael Balcon’s] favourite productions deal exclusively with men at work, men engrossed in a crisis, men who communicate with their women mainly by postcard. A wry smile, a pat on the head, and off into the unknown: such is Ealing’s approximation to sexual contact.

            —Kenneth Tynan

          


            Stiff upper lip! Stout fella! Carry on, old fluff!

            —George and Ira Gershwin, “Stiff Upper Lip”
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