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                                    Abstract
A few months after the death of one of the most infamous political champions of racial segregation in U.S. history, the American public was mesmerized when a soft-spoken seventy-eight-year-old black woman stood before cameras in December 2003 to announce that she was Strom Thurmond’s daughter. Thurmond’s heirs responded with the following statement: “The Thurmond family acknowledges Ms. Essie Mae Washington-Williams’s claim to her heritage.” Political mudslinging over allegations of interracial sex date back to the earliest days of the republic, but Ms. Washington-Williams provides a perspective rarely heard publicly: that of a member of a so-called shadow family. “It’s a part of history,” she said. “It’s a story that needs to be known. And so this is why I decided to come out and talk about it. And to bring closure to all of this.”1
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              There’s not enough troops in the Army to force the Southern people to break down segregation and admit the Negro race into our homes, and into our churches.

              ȁStrom Thurmond, 1948
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