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(1) Intentional system: a system whose behaviour we may reliably predict via the intentional strategy, i.e., by interpreting its behaviour as a (more or less) rational consequence of its beliefs and desires. (2) Reflexive intentional system: a system that is able to interpret itself via the intentional strategy, and whose behaviour is, thus, influenced by an understanding of itself. All intentional systems behave in a meaningful way, but only reflexive intentional systems are aware of the meaning, Hence, only the latter are conscious of what they are doing.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Much Ado About Nothing: Toward a Structural Realist Theory of Intentionality
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         08 March 2018
                                    

                                

                                Majid Davoody Beni

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What we know when we act
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         24 June 2023
                                    

                                

                                Timothy Kearl

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Action Theories
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2018
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    REFERENCES
	Böök, L.: 1990, Intentionalitet som beteendevetenskaplig grundkategori. Implikationer för handlingsteorin (Intentionality as a fundamental category for the behavioural sciences. Implications for the theory of action), paper presented at the Department of Sociology, Lund University.

	Böök, L.: 1995, On Weberian Methodology and Cognitive Science, paper presented at the Nordic Congress of Sociology, Helsinki.

	Böök, L.: 1996,‘Belief and Representation’, in C. Stein and M. Textor (eds.), Intentional Phenomena in Context. Papers from the 14th Hamburg Colloquium on Cognitive Science, Graduiertenkolleg Kognitionswissenschaft, Hamburg.

	Böök, L.: 1999,‘Representationalism and the Metonymic Fallacy’, Synthese
118, 13–30 (this issue).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dennett, D. C.: 1981,‘True Believers: The Intentional Strategy and Why It Works’, in A. F. Heath (ed.), Scientific Explanation, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dennett, D. C.: 1996, Kinds of Minds. Toward an Understanding of Consciousness. Basic Books, New York.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gopnik, A.: 1993,‘How We Know Our Minds: The Illusion of First-Person Knowledge of Intentionality’, Behavioral and Brain Sciences
16, 1–14.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Heidegger, M.: 1927, Sein und Zeit, reprinted as Gesamtausgabe, I. Abt. Bd. 2, Klostermann, Frankfurt am Main 1977.

	Husserl, E.: 1950, Ideen zu einer reinen Phänomenologie und phänomenologischen Philosophie, Erstes Buch, Neue, erweiterte Auflage, Nijhoff, Haag.

	Husserl, E.: 1962, Die Krisis der europäischen Wissenschaften und die transzendentale Phänomenologie, 2. Auflage, Nijhoff, Haag.

	Lakatos, I.: 1970,‘Falsification and the Methodology of Scientific Research Programmes’, in I. Lakatos and A. Musgrave (eds.), Criticism and the Growth of Knowledge. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Libet, B.: 1985,‘Unconscious Cerebral Initiative and the Role of Conscious Will in Voluntary Action’, Behavioral and Brain Sciences
8, 529–566.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Searle, J. R.: 1980,‘Minds, Brains, and Programs’, Behavioral and Brain Sciences
3, 417–458.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Searle, J. R.: 1983, Intentionality. An Essay in the Philosophy of Mind. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Searle, J. R.: 1990,‘Consciousness, Explanatory Inversion, and Cognitive Science’, Behavioral and Brain Sciences
13, 585–642.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Searle, J. R.: 1993,‘The Problem of Consciousness’, Social Research, Spring, pp. 3–16.

	Sneed, J.: 1971, The Logical Structure of Mathematical Physics D. Reidel, Dordrecht.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Taylor, C.: 1985,‘self-Interpreting Animals’, in Philosophical Papers, Vol. 1, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Consortia
LUKAS BÖÖK



Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
LUKAS BÖÖK. Towards a Theory of Reflexive Intentional Systems.
                    Synthese 118, 105–117 (1999). https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005188725731
Download citation
	Issue Date: January 1999

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005188725731


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Rational Consequence
	Intentional Strategy
	Intentional System
	Reflexive Intentional








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.215.186.75
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    