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                    Abstract
In this paper I argue, first, that the most influential (and perhaps only acceptable) account of the epistemology of self-knowledge, developed and defended at great length in Wright (1989b) and (1989c) (among other places), leaves unanswered a question about the psychology of self-knowledge; second, that without an answer to this question about the psychology of self-knowledge, the epistemic account cannot be considered acceptable; and third, that neither Wright's own answer, nor an interpretation-based answer (based on a proposal from Jacobsen (1997)), will suffice as an acceptable answer to the psychological question. My general ambition is thus to establish that more work is needed if we are to have a full account of self-knowledge in both its epistemological and psychological aspects. I conclude by suggesting how my thesis bears on those who aim to provide an empirical account of the cognition involved in self-knowledge.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What Is the Function of Confirmation Bias?
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         20 April 2020
                                    

                                

                                Uwe Peters

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Self-Determination Theory
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2017
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What is the myth of the given?
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         13 July 2021
                                    

                                

                                James R. O’Shea

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    REFERENCES
	Bermudez: 1995, The Body and the Self, MIT Press, Cambridge, UK.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Burge, T.: 1996, 'Our Entitlement to Self-Knowledge', Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society
                  9 6.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fodor, J.: 1983, The Modularity of Mind, MIT Press, Cambridge, UK.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fodor, J.: 1990, A Theory of Content and Other Essays, MIT Press, Cambridge, UK.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goldberg, S.: 1997, 'self-Ascription, Self-Knowledge, and the Memory Argument', Analysis
                  57, 3.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goldberg, S.: 1997b, 'The Very Idea of Computer Self-Knowledge and Self-Deception', Minds and Machines
                  7, 4.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goldberg, S.: (1999), 'The Relevance of Discriminatory Knowledge of Content', Paci fic Philosophical Quarterly
                  80, 2.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goldberg, S.: (forthcoming), 'Externalism and Authoritative Knowledge of Content: A New Incompatibilist Strategy', Philosophical Studies.

	Goldberg, S. and Pessin, A.: 1997, Gray Matters: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind, (M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, NY).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jacobsen, R.: 1997, 'self-Quotation and Self-Knowledge', Synthese
                  110, 419–445.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McCloskey: 1978, 'Kinesthetic Sensibility', Physiological Review
                  58, 783.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McDowell: 1991, 'Intentionality and Interiority in Wittgenstein', in Puhl (ed.), Meaning Skepticism, de Gruyter, NewYork.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pylyshyn, Z.: 1984, Computation and Cognition, MIT Press, 6Cambridge, UK.

	Roll, Roll and Velay: 1991, 'Proprioception as a Link Between Body Space and Extra-Personal Space', in Paillard, Jacques et al. (eds.), Brain and Space, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sedikides and Skowronski: 1995, 'On the Sources of Self-Knowledge: The Perceived Primacy of Self-Reflection', Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology
                  14, 3.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shoemaker, S.: 1994, ‘self-Knowledge and ‘Inner Sense’: Lectures I–III’, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research
                  54, 2.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright, C.: 1989a, 'Critical Notice: Wittgenstein on Meaning', Mind
                  48, 390.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright, C.: 1989b, 'Wittgenstein's Later Philosophy of Mind: Sensation, Privacy, and Intention', Journal of Philosophy
                  89, 622–34.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright, C.: 1989c, 'Wittgenstein's Rule-following Considerations and the Central Project of Theoretical Linguistics', in George (ed.), Reflections on Chomsky, Blackwell, Oxford, UK.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Philosophy, University of Kentucky, 1427 Paterson Office Tower, Lexington, KY, 40506-0027
Sanford C. Goldberg


Authors	Sanford C. GoldbergView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Goldberg, S.C. The Psychology and Epistemology of Self-Knowledge.
                    Synthese 118, 165–199 (1999). https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005110319056
Download citation
	Issue Date: February 1999

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005110319056


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Epistemic Status
	Nonverbal Behavior
	Person Opinion
	Brute Fact
	Background Belief








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.199.198.16
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    