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Discussion of the supervenience relation in the philosophical literature of recent years has become Byzantine in its intricacy and diversity. Subtle modulations of the basic concept have been tooled and retooled with increasing frequency, until supervenience has lost nearly all its original lustre as a simple and powerful tool for cracking open refractory philosophical problems. I present a conceptual model of the supervenience relation that captures all the important extant concepts (and suggests a few new ones) without ignoring the complexities uncovered during work over the past two decades. I test my analysis by applying it to the problem of defining physicalism, concluding that the thesis of physicalism is best captured by the conjunction of two supervenience relations.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Science and Philosophy: A Love–Hate Relationship
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         02 August 2019
                                    

                                

                                Sebastian De Haro

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Kant’s Categories of Quantity and Quality, Reconsidered: From the Point of View of the History of Logic and Natural Science
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         02 September 2022
                                    

                                

                                Yasuhiko Tomida

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Conceivability, Kripkean Identity, and S5: A Reply to Jonathon VandenHombergh
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         12 December 2023
                                    

                                

                                Peter Marton

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    REFERENCES
	Bailey, A.: 1997, 'Reductionism Redux: Into the Jaws of Scylla' (manuscript).

	Beckermann, A., H. Flohr, and J. Kim: 1992, Emergence or Reduction? Essays on the Prospects of Nonreductive Physicalism, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blackburn, S.: 1985, 'Supervenience Revisited', in I. Hacking (ed.), Exercises in Analysis: Essays by Students of Casimir Lewy. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 47-67.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Campbell, K.: 1981, 'Naturalism in Moral Philosophy', Proceedings of the Russellian Society (Sydney)
                           6, 12-22.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chalmers, D.: 1996, The Conscious Mind: In Search of a Fundamental Theory, Oxford University Press, New York.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Currie, G.: 1984, 'Individualism and Global Supervenience', British Journal of the Philosophy of Science
                           35, 345-58.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davidson, D.: 1970, 'Mental Events', Essays on Actions and Events, 1980, Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp. 207-25.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davidson, D.: 1973, 'The Material Mind', Essays on Actions and Events, 1980, Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp. 245-59.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dennett, D. C.: 1987, The Intentional Stance, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Grimes, T. R.: 1988, 'The Myth of Supervenience', Pacific Philosophical Quarterly
                           69, 152-60.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hare, R. M.: 1952, The Language of Morals, Oxford University Press, London.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Haugeland, J.: 1982, 'Weak Supervenience', American Philosophical Quarterly
                           19, 93-103.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Haugeland, J.: 1984, 'Ontological Supervenience', Southern Journal of Philosophy
                           22(Suppl), 1-12.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hellman, G. and F. W. Thompson: 1975, 'Physicalism: Ontology, Determination, and Reduction', Journal of Philosophy
                           72, 551-64.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hellman, G. and F. W. Thompson: 1977, 'Physicalist Materialism', Noûs
                           11, 309-43.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Horgan, T.: 1982, 'Supervenience and Microphysics', Pacific Philosophical Quarterly
                           63, 29-43.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Horgan, T.: 1984, 'Supervenience and Cosmic Hermeneutics', Southern Journal of Philosophy
                           22(Suppl), 19-38.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Horgan, T.: 1987, 'Supervenient Qualia', Philosophical Review
                           96, 491-520.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Horgan, T.: 1993, 'From Supervenience to Superdupervenience: Meeting the Demands of a Material World', Mind
                           102, 555-86.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kim, J.: 1978, 'Supervenience and Nomological Incommensurables', American Philosophical Quarterly
                           15, 149-56.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kim, J.: 1979, 'Causality, Identity, and Supervenience in the Mind-Body Problem', Midwest Studies in Philosophy
                           4, 31-48.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kim, J.: 1982, 'Psychophysical Supervenience', Kim, 1993, pp. 175-93.

	Kim, J.: 1984, 'Concepts of Supervenience', Kim, 1993, pp. 53-78.

	Kim, J.: 1989, 'The Myth of Nonreductive Materialism', Kim, 1993, pp. 265-84.

	Kim, J.: 1990, 'Supervenience as a Philosophical Concept', Kim, 1993, pp. 131-60.

	Kim, J.: 1992, 'Multiple Realization and the Metaphysics of Reduction', Kim, 1993, pp. 309-335.

	Kim, J.: 1993, Supervenience and Mind: Selected Philosophical Essays, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis, D.: 1983, 'New Work for a Theory of Universals', Australasian Journal of Philosophy
                           61, 343-77.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis, D.: 1986, On the Plurality of Worlds, Basil Blackwell, Oxford.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Melnyk, A.: 1996, 'Formulating Physicalism: Two Suggestions', Synthese
                           105, 381-407.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moore, G. E.: 1922, 'The Conception of Intrinsic Value', Philosophical Studies, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London, pp. 253-75.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pettit, P.: 1993, 'A Definition of Physicalism', Analysis
                           53, 213-23.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Post, J.: 1984, 'Comment On Teller', Southern Journal of Philosophy
                           22(Suppl), 163-7.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Post, J.: 1987, The Faces of Existence, Cornell University Press, Ithaca.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Seager, W. E.: 1988, 'Weak Supervenience and Materialism'., Philosophy and Phenomenological Research
                           48, 697-709.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sidgwick, H.: 1874, The Methods of Ethics.

	Teller, P.: 1984, 'A Poor Man's Guide to Supervenience and Determination', Southern Journal of Philosophy
                           22(Suppl), 137-62.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Teller, P.: 1985, 'Is Supervenience just Disguised Reduction?', Southern Journal of Philosophy
                           23, 93-99.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Teller, P.: 1995, 'Supervenience', in J. Kim and E. Sosa (eds.) A Companion to Metaphysics, Basil Blackwell, Oxford, pp. 484-6.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Philosophy, The University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Andrew Bailey


Authors	Andrew BaileyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Bailey, A. Supervenience and Physicalism.
                    Synthese 117, 53–73 (1998). https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005080908570
Download citation
	Issue Date: October 1998

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005080908570


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Actual World
	Covariation Relation
	Logical Necessity
	Spatiotemporal Region
	Global Supervenience








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.242.37.42
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    