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The article argues for the possibility of translation manuals having an implicit internal structure. This structure is composed of specific methodological assumptions and techniques. Using the (N)-type and (G)-type distinction developed by Fuller for the study of scientific behavior, it is shown that these are incomplete characterizations of translation manuals. A more complete characterization must involve an analysis of how the presence or absence of methodological rules influences the interpretation of specific research questions. It is further argued that while Quine's original indeterminacy thesis cannot be completely rejected, in some cases it can be modified to reflect the importance of the methodological constraints. Finally, it is suggested that the more critical analysis of translation manuals will benefit the on-going debates in the study of scientific behavior.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What is subjectivity? Scholarly perspectives on the elephant in the room
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         08 November 2022
                                    

                                

                                Adrian Lundberg, Nicola Fraschini & Renata Aliani

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The pragmatic turn in the scientific realism debate
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         29 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Sandy C. Boucher & Curtis Forbes

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The use of scientific methods and models in the philosophy of science
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         05 February 2024
                                    

                                

                                Rafael Ventura

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    REFERENCES
	Bernard, H. R.: 1988, Research Methods in Cultural Anthropology. Newbury Park, CR: Sage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bloor, D.: 1991, Knowledge and Social Imagery (2d ed.). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Denzin, N. and Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.): 1994, The Handbook of Qualitative Research. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dieckelman, N. et al.: 1989, The NLN Criteria for Appraisal of B.A. Programs: A Critical Hermeneutic Analysis. New York, NY: National League for Nursing Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dietrich, M. R.: 1993, 'Underdetermination and the Limits of Interpretive Flexibility', Perspectives on Science
1(1), 109–126.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fuch, S.: 1992, The Professional Quest for Truth: A Social Theory of Science and Knowledge. State University of New York, Albany, NY.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fuller, S.: 1993, Philosophy of Science and its Discontents (2nd ed.). The Guilford Press, New York, NY.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Geertz, C.: 1979, 'From the Native's Point of View: On the Nature of Anthropological Understanding', in P. Rabinow and W. Sullivan (Eds.), Interpretive Social Science: A Reader, University of California Press, Berkeley, CA.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gorman, M. et al.: 1984, 'How Disconfirmatory, Confirmatory, and Combined Strategies Affect Group Problem Solving', British Journal of Psychology
75, 65–69.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gorman, M. et al.: 1987, 'Disconfirmation, Dual Hypotheses on a More Difficult Version of Watson's 246 Task', Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology
39A, 1–28.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Grice, H. P.: 1989, Studies in the Way of Words. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Haack, S.: 1995, Evidence and Inguiry: Towards Reconstruction in Epistemology. Blackwell, Cambridge, England.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hull, D.: 1988, Science as a Process. University of Chicago Press, Chicago, IL.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mason, S. F.: 1962, A History of the Sciences. Collier Books, New York, NY.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Maxwell, J. A.: 1992, 'Understanding and Validity in Qualitative Research', Harvard Educational Review
62(3), 279–300.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Miles, M. B. and Huberman, A.M.: 1994, Qualitative Data Analysis: A Sourcebook of New Methods. Sage, Newbury Park, CA.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Miller, S. I.: 1991, 'A Case for Qualitative Confirmation for the Social and Behavioral Sciences', Philosophy of Science
58, 42–467.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nozick, R. C.: 1981, Philosophical Explanations. Harvard University Press, Cambridge MA.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Putman, H.: 1973, 'Explanation and References', in G. Pearce and P. Maynard (eds.), Conceptual Change, Reidel. Dordrecht.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Quine, W. V. O.: 1969, Ontological Relativity. Columbia University Press, New York, NY.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rosenberg, A.: 1989, Philosophy of Social Science, Westview Press, Boulder, CO.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Roth, P. A.: 1987, Meaning and Method in the Social Sciences: A Case for Methodological Pluralism. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Roth, P. A.: 1989, 'How Narratives Explain', Social Research
56(2), 449–478.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Roth, P. A.: 1989, 'Ethnography Without Tears', Current Anthropology
30(5), 555–569.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Roth, P. A.: 1991, 'The Bureaucratic Turn: Weber Contra Hempel in Fuller's Social Epistemology', Inquiry
34, 365–76.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sanday, P. R.: 1979, 'The Ethnographic Paradigm(s)', Administrative Science Quarterly
24, 527–38.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Strauss, A. L. and Corbin, J.: 1990, Basics of Qualitative Research: Grounded Theory Procedures and Techniques. Sage, Newbury Park, CA.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Van Maanen, M.: 1990, Researching Lived Experience: Human Science for an Action Sensitive Pedagogy. University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Weinbach, R.W. and Grinnell, R. M.: 1995, Statistics for Social Workers. Longmans, White Plains, NY.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Winch, P.: 1958, The Idea of a Social Science. Routledge and Kegan Paul, London.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wolcott, H. F.: 1990, 'On Seeking and Rejecting Validity in Qualitative Research', In E. W. Eisner and A. Peshkin (eds.), Qualtiative Inquiry in Education, Teachers College Press, New York, NY., pp. 121–152.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Woolgar, S.: 1981, 'Interests and Explanation in the Social Study of Science', Social Studies of Science
11, 365–394.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	School of Education, Mallinckrodt Campus, Loyola University Chicago, 1041 Ridge Road, Wilmette, IL, 60091-1591
Steven I. Miller & Marcel Fredericks


Authors	Steven I. MillerView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Marcel FredericksView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Miller, S.I., Fredericks, M. Another View of Translation Manuals and the Study of Science.
                    Synthese 113, 171–193 (1997). https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005043512600
Download citation
	Issue Date: November 1997

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1005043512600


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Research Question
	Internal Structure
	Critical Analysis
	Type Distinction
	Specific Research








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.202.179.42
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    