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Abstract Asian red-tailed catfish (Hemibagrus wyckioides) were raised at five different stocking densities in

cages (submerged and with a volume of 1 m3) suspended in a fish pond from July to August 2012. H.

wyckioides fries (mean weight 0.8 ± 0.1 g) were stocked at densities of 25, 50, 100, 200, and 400 fish/m3. At

the end of 56 days, the mean fish weights among the stocking densities of 25 and 50 fish/m3 were significantly

lower than those of the 100, 200, and 400 fish/m3 density. The specific growth rates and final mean weights

amongst fish reared in higher stocking densities of 100, 200, and 200 fish/m3 were higher than those of the low

stocking densities of 25 and 50 fish/m3. Asian river catfish performed poorly at the lowest density. The results

indicate an initial lower stocking threshold for Asian red-tailed catfish fries of above 100 fish/m3. The Asian

red-tailed catfish fries reared in small cages placed in a pond reached the size 5–6.6 g within a 56-day nursing

period.
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Introduction

Asian red-tailed catfish Hemibagrus wyckioides is an omnivorous freshwater fish which is commonly found

within the Mekong River Basin (Prasertwattana et al. 2005). The red-tailed catfish reared in several Asian

countries are well accepted by consumers as food fish (Sahoo et al. 2010). This species is the largest bagrid

catfish in Asia and can reach 80 kg in the wild (Ng and Rainboth 1999). The body length of H. wyckioides can

increase from 0.85 to 3.25 cm in 6 weeks, and the specific growth rate may reach up to 10.23 %/day

(Amornsakun 2000). In addition, H. wyckioides grows and develops well in waters which have different

chemical compositions and temperature ranges. H. wyckioides eats a wide variety of prepared, frozen and live

foods, which makes it an excellent species for intensive aquaculture (Ng and Rainboth 1999). Now that H.

wyckioides is popular in cage culture in the Mekong River Basin (Prasertwattana et al. 2005), this has led to a

high demand for H. wyckioides fingerlings for stocking in grow-out cages. Stocking density, quality of feed

and water quality management are some of the important factors to be considered during intensive aqua-

culture. Stocking density plays a crucial role in determining the growth and survival, and ultimately the fish or

seed production, in an intensive system (Sahoo et al. 2010). The negative impact of density on growth and

survival has been widely reported when raising catfish (Dada et al. 2000; Sahoo et al. 2004). However, a

W. Jiwyam (&) � N. Nithikulworawong

Fisheries program Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, Khon Kaen University Nong Khai Campus, Nong Khai,

Thailand

e-mail: wirjiw@kku.ac.th

123

Int Aquat Res (2014) 6:245–250

DOI 10.1007/s40071-014-0084-4



higher density has been reported to have had beneficial effects on growth responses in Clarias gariepinus

fingerling (Toko et al. 2007), whereas the growth rate was inversely related to stocking at the fry stages

(Haylor 1991). Survival was not affected in higher density rearing of Brycon cephalus larvae (Gomes et al.

2000). Asian river catfish, Pangasius bocourti performed poorly at the lowest density, and an initial lower

stocking threshold for this species was above 5.20 kg/m3 (Jiwyam 2011).

Thus it is believed that fish show interesting differences, which vary with the species and life stage, of the

fish. No literature is currently available on the density-dependent rearing performance of H. wyckioides fries.

Therefore, the aim of this study is to determine the optimum stocking density for H. wyckioides during their

early nursing phase.

Materials and methods

The study was carried out in a 400-m2 earthen pond. The metal frame cages measured 1 9 1 9 1.5 m and

were made of polyethylene with 1-mm mesh netting. The submerged volume of each cage was 1 m3. The

cages were suspended from a bamboo structure fixed by cotton-nylon cords to a walkway from shore. Plastic

bottles, attached along the four sides of each cage, were used as floats. There were 5 treatments using 5

different stocking densities, with three replicates in each treatment. A total of 2,325 red tail catfish fingerling

with a mean weight of 0.8 g were stocked at 5 different stocking densities of 25, 50, 100, 200, and 400 fish/m3,

and reared for 8 weeks.

A commercial catfish feed pellet (Chareon Pokpand Ltd., Thailand) of known nutrient content (crude

protein, 40 % by weight) was used. Fish were hand fed initially at 8 % of body weight 3 times/day (9:00 a.m.,

12.00 and 16:00 p.m.). The total biomass of fish in each cage was used to readjust the food quantity

downwards from 8 to 6, 4 and 3 % body weight for the 3 rd, 5th and the 7th week, respectively, according to

the actual fish biomass. The uneaten feed was collected 30 min after feeding and then oven-dried at 70 �C.

The weighting value was used to calculate the amount of the feed intake. Total fish biomass in each cage was

measured and number of fish in each cage was counted at weekly intervals. Dissolved oxygen and temperature

levels were measured weekly between 08.00 and 09.00 h, at the mid depth of each cage, using a YSI Model

52. On each sampling day, the pH was also measured with a portable pH meter (IQ Scientific Instruments).

At the end of the experiment the production parameters were evaluated. The final average weight (g) of the

individual fish in each cage was calculated by dividing the total final biomass in the cage by the number of

survivors. Total weight increments (net yield) were estimated by deducting the biomass stocked from the

biomass harvested and was expressed as kg/m3. The specific growth rate (%/day) was calculated as: (lnW2–

lnW1)/t 9 100, where W1 is the initial live body weight (g), W2 is the final live body weight (g), and t is the

time in days. Survival rate (%) was calculated as: (no. of fish harvested/no. of fish stocked) 9 100. Weight

gain and daily weight gain were calculated based on mean weight increments during the rearing period of

56 days. The feed conversion ratio was calculated as: feed consumption/weight gain.

An analysis of variance (ANOVA) was applied to test the differences between stocking densities. The

percentages of fish survival values were arcsine transformed. This analysis was then followed by a Tukey-

HSD test where significant differences were observed. Differences were considered significant when p \ 0.05.

Data were presented as mean ± S.E. (standard error, n = 3).

Results and discussion

Water quality parameters, i.e. dissolved oxygen (4.52 ± 0.16 mg/l), pH (8.07 ± 0.04) and temperature

(28.44 ± 0.13 �C) during the experimental period were not different among the treatments.

There were no significant differences amongst the initial mean weights of the fish at the start of the

experiment (Table 1). The mean weight of the fish at all densities increased during the nursing period (Fig. 1).

The survival rate was higher than 70 % at all stocking densities, and no significant differences were observed

among the cages stocked at 25, 50, 100, 200, and 400 fish/m3. Specific growth rates ranged from 3.02 ± 0.20

to 3.70 ± 0.02 %/day. The specific growth rate at densities of 25–50 fish/m3 averaged 3.14 %/day and was

significantly (p \ 0.05) lower than those of 100, 200 and 400 fish/m3. Specific growth rates increased with
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increasing stocking densities but only from the densities of 25–100 fish/m3. Harvests from the cages ranged

from 0.11 ± 0.01 to 1.84 ± 0.48 kg/m3 with an individual mean weight of 5.09 ± 0.4–6.58 ± 0.1 g. The

highest specific growth and final mean weight were achieved at a density of 200 fish/m3. However, it was not

significantly different from the highest stocking density (400 fish/m3). There were no significant differences in

feed conversion ratios among the fish stocked at different densities (p [ 0.05). However, the highest feed

conversion ratio was at the highest stocking density (400 fish/m3). Final weight and total length variation

coefficients were not significantly different (p [ 0.05). The average final weight and total length variation

coefficients were 18 and 6.8 % respectively.

Water characteristics (dissolved oxygen, pH and temperature) measured during the experimental period

were within the range recommended for aquaculture (Boyd and Tucker, 1998). The present study gives, for the

first time, survival and growth data of the Asian red-tailed catfish H. wyckioides fries reared in cages. The

Asian red-tailed catfish fries reached a weight of 5.1–6.6 g within a 56-day nursing period. Survival rates of

Asian red-tailed catfish were not related to the stocking density as might have been expected. Similarly, the

survival rate of African catfish in cages was also not clearly influenced by stocking density (Hengsawat et al.
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Fig. 1 Estimated mean weight gains between each sampling day for Asian red-tailed catfish, Hemibagrus wyckioides, reared in

cages stocked with 25, 50, 100, 200 or 400 fish/m-3 over a 56-day period

Table 1 Harvesting data for Asian red-tailed catfish Hemibagrus wyckioides reared in cages for 56 days at five stocking densities

Growth parameters Stocking density (fish/m3)

25 50 100 200 400

Initial mean weight (g) 0.90 ± 0.14 0.76 ± 0.00 0.77 ± 0.00 0.77 ± 0.00 0.78 ± 0.00

Final mean weight (g) 5.09 ± 0.4a 5.09 ± 0.1a 6.06 ± 0.3b 6.58 ± 0.1b 6.47 ± 0.1b

Specific growth rate (%/day) 3.02 ± 0.20a 3.27 ± 0.03a 3.55 ± 0.10b 3.70 ± 0.02b 3.66 ± 0.02b

Survival rate (%) 86.7 ± 4.8 70.0 ± 6.4 80.0 ± 6.7 76.8 ± 9.2 71.5 ± 18.6

Feed conversion ratio 2.4 ± 0.1 2.8 ± 0.3 2.3 ± 0.26 2.3 ± 0.2 3.4 ± 1.2

Harvest (kg) 0.11 ± 0.01a 0.18 ± 0.01a 0.49 ± 0.06ab 1.08 ± 0.11b 1.84 ± 0.48c

CV of weight (%) 17.3 ± 2.1 18.3 ± 2.1 18.5 ± 1.9 17.9 ± 0.3 18.1 ± 0.5

CV of total length (%) 6.2 ± 0.64 6.49 ± 0.33 7.30 ± 0.33 6.78 ± 0.19 7.09 ± 0.68

The values are means ± standard errors (n = 3) Mean values with different letters in the same row are significantly different

(p \ 0.05)
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1997). But, Yi et al. (1996) found that stocking densities of caged tilapia had significant effects on the

survival, growth, and food conversion ratio’s of caged tilapia and on the growth of open pond tilapia.

However, survival rates of H. wyckioides, 70.0–86.7 % were higher than that of Heterobranchus longifilis,

15.1–68.0 %. Even cannibalism was density dependent in C. gariepinus (Hecht and Appelbaum 1988) and H.

longifilis (Coulibaly et al. 2007). The maximum specific growth rate of H. wyckioides, reared from initial

weight 1.9 g to final weight 10.21 g in an 8 week-period, was 2.98 %/day (Deng et al. 2011). This was similar

to the maximum specific growth rate of 3.7 %/day achieved from the present study. Specific growth rates are

likely to increase with increasing stocking densities, but only from densities of 50–100 fish/m3. In the present

study, the growth rates were high even at the highest stocking density. These results agree with those reported

for other catfish species as well as other species. Hengsawat et al. (1997) noted that the instantaneous growth

rates of African catfish cultured in cages were unrelated to stocking density. At low stocking densities, it was

observed in African catfish (C. gariepinus) and vundu catfish (H. longifilis) that growth rates increased with

increasing densities; significantly so in the African catfish stocked at 8 fish/m3 compared with the other

densities of between 4 and 6 fish/m3 (Toko et al. 2007). Similarly, specific growth of P. bocourti increased

with increasing stocking densities of between 12 and 50 fish/m3, but there was no difference from stocking

densities of between 100 and 200 fish/m3 (Jiwyam 2011). However, there was no effect of stocking density on

the growth rate and weight gain of tambaqui Colossoma macropomum in cage culture (Gomes et al. 2006).

The differences between the results were probably caused by differences in the biology and environmental

requirements of each species. Coulibaly et al. (2007) noted that the main constraint of the culture of H.

longifilis remains the high mortality rate due to cannibalism. In that experiment African catfish H. longifilis

Valenciennes with initial mean weight of 0.8 g were stocked at densities 50, 100, 200, 500 and 1000 fish/m3 in

fine mesh cages (1 m3). Final weight variation coefficient increased with stocking density, whereas the

survival rate decreased. The final weight variation coefficient in that experiment ranged from 29 to 80 % at

stocking densities of 50, and 1,000 fish/m3, respectively. A low final weight and total length variation

coefficients, 18 and 6.8 %, respectively indicate that there was no cannibalism in the cage rearing of this

species. However, when fingerlings of this species were stocked in grass aquarium a very high rate of loss, due

to cannibalism was observed (author’s unpublished data). Scotoperiod improves survival and growth of tactile

feeders with refuge seeking behaviors in light conditions such as African catfish C. gariepinus (Hossain et al.

1998; Applebaum and Kamler 2000), sutchi catfish Pangasianodon hypophthalmus (Mukai et al. 2010; Mukai

2011) and vundu catfish H. longifilis (Baras et al. 1998). Rearing fish in cages suspended in pond water where

the water is more turbid as compared to clear water in grass aquarium may help to reduce cannibalism of this

species because of the low light levels. The results in the present study were similar to those observed when

cage rearing of H. longifilis which noted higher survival rates when compared to traditional rearing system.

Recently, Pirozzi et al. (2009) found that an appropriate initial lower stocking threshold for mulloway,

Argyrosomus japonicus was above 4.08 kg/m3. In addition, it was noted that the low feed efficiency value for

the fish at low stocking densities does provide an indication of the overall inefficient feeding behavior of

mulloway. Although feed conversion ratio among fish groups in the present study was not significantly

different; but they seemed to be high at the low and the highest densities as compared to the medium densities.

In the reported studies of Khan (1994) and Jiwyam (2011) thresholds in stocking densities are higher than in

the present study (i.e. [5.9 to 7.8 kg/m3 (Khan) and [10.6 to 42 kg/m3 (Jiwyam). Maximum yield may not

have been reached in the present study. In that study, feed conversion seems to be higher at lower stocking

densities; therefore, it hypothesizes that, at a certain density, a social cohesiveness forms that encourages a

reduction in corporate vigilance and a change to normal feeding and behavior. Below this threshold, Asian

river catfish may become increasingly skittish and vigilant, which leads to increasing general activity and

inefficient feeding behavior. However, growth and feeding studies combined with quantifiable behavioral data

would test this hypothesis. So, the results of the present study indicate that a lower threshold of stocking

density may also be applied to Asian red-tailed catfish. But, the highest feed conversion at the highest stocking

density may indicate the carrying capacity of system. Due to the fact that increasing stocking density usually

results in stress (Leatherland and Cho 1985), which leads to enhanced energy requirements causing reduced

growth, feed utilization, and net yield (Grant 1997; Hengsawat et al. 1997).
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Conclusion

The results indicated that the stocking density has an influence on growth and survival of H. wyckioides

fingerling during nursery rearing. The growth and survival were not inversely related to density. A minimum

threshold stocking density of H. wyckioides fingerlings during their nursing period was 100 fish/m3. The high

stocking densities of 200–400 fish/m3 did not significantly influence growth and survival.
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African catfish Heterobranchus lonngifilis Valenciennes, 1840: effect of stocking density on survival and growth rates.

Aquaculture 263:61–67

Dada AA, Fagbenro OA, Fasakin EA (2000) Effect of varying stocking density on growth and survival of an African catfish,

Heterobranchus bidorsalis fry in outdoor concrete tanks. J Fish Technol 2:107–116

Deng J, Zhang X, Bi B, Kong L, Kang B (2011) Dietary protein requirement of juvenile Asian red-tailed catfish Hemibagrus

wyckioides. Anim Feed Sci Technol 170(3–4):231–238

Gomes LC, Baldisserotto B, Senhorini JA (2000) Effect of stocking density on water quality, survival, and growth of larvae of the

matrinxa, Brycon cephalus (Characidae), in ponds. Aquaculture 183:73–81

Gomes LC, Chagas EC, Martins-Junior H, Roubach R, Ono EA, Lourenco JNP (2006) Cage culture of tambaqui (Colossoma

macropomum) in a central Amazon floodplain lake. Aquaculture 253:374–384

Grant JWA (1997) Territoriality. In: Godin JGJ (ed) Behavioral Ecology of Teleost Fishes. Oxford University Press, Oxford,

pp 81–103

Haylor GS (1991) Controlled hatchery production of Clarias gariepinus (Burchell 1822): growth and survival of fry at high

stocking density. Aquacult Fish Manage 22:405–422

Hecht T, Appelbaum S (1988) Observations on intraspecific aggression and coeval sibling cannibalism by larval and juvenile

Clarias gariepinus (Clariidae: Pisces) under controlled conditions. J Zool 214:21–44

Hengsawat K, Ward FJ, Jaruratjamorn P (1997) The effect of stocking density on yield, growth and mortality of African catfish

(Clarias gariepinus Burchell 1822) cultured in cages. Aquaculture 152:67–76

Hossain MAR, Beveridge MCM, Haylor GS (1998) The effects of density, light and shelter on the growth and survival of African

catfish (Clarias gariepinus Burchell, 1822) fingerlings. Aquaculture 160:251–258

Jiwyam W (2011) The effect of stocking density on yield, growth, and survival of Asian river catfish (Pangasius bocourti

Sauvage, 1880) cultured in cages. Aquacult Int 19:987–997

Khan MS (1994) Effect of population density on the growth, feed and protein conversion efficiency and biochemical composition

of a tropical freshwater catfish, Mystus nemurus (Cuvier and Valenciennes). Aquacult Res 25:753–760

Leatherland JF, Cho CY (1985) Effect of rearing density on thyroid and interregnal gland activity and plasma hepatic metabolite

levels in rainbow trout, Salmo gairdneri, Richardson. J Fish Biol 27:583–592

Mukai Y (2011) Remarkably high survival rates under dim light conditions in sutchi catfish Pangasianodon hypophthalmus

larvae. Fish Sci 77:77–107

Mukai Y, Tuzan AD, Lim LS, Yahaya S (2010) Feeding behavior under dark conditions in larvae of sutchi catfish Pangasianodon

hypophthalmus. Fish Sci 76:457–461

Ng HH, Rainboth WJ (1999) The bagrid catfish genus Hemibagrus (Teleostei: Siluriformes) in central Indochina with a new

species from the Mekong River. Raffles Bull Zool 47:555–576

Pirozzi I, Booth MA, Pankhurst PM (2009) The effect of stocking density and repeated handling on the growth of juvenile

mulloway, Argyrosomus japonicus (Temminck and Schlegel 1843). Aquacult Int 17:199–205

123

Int Aquat Res (2014) 6:245–250 249



Prasertwattana P, Manee N, Namtum S (2005) Culture of red-tail mystus, Hemibagrus wyckioides, in earthen ponds with different

stocking densities. In: Proceeding of 7th Technical Symposium on Mekong Fisheries, Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand,

November 15–17, pp 213–216

Sahoo SK, Giri SS, Sahu AK (2004) Effect of stocking density on growth and survival of Clarias batrachus (Linn.) larvae and fry

during hatchery rearing. J Appl Ichthyol 20:302–305

Sahoo SK, Giri SS, Chandra S, Sahu AK (2010) Stocking density-dependent growth and survival of Asian sun fish, Horabagrus

brachysoma (Gunther 1861) larvae. J Appl Ichthyol 26:609–611

Toko I, Fiogbe ED, Koukpode B, Kestemont P (2007) Rearing of African catfish (Clarias gariepinus) and vundu catfish

(Heterobranchus longifilis) in traditional fish ponds (whedos): effect of stocking density on growth, production and body

composition. Aquaculture 262:65–72

Yi Y, Lin CK, Diana JS (1996) Influence of Nile tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus) stocking density in cages on their growth and

yield in cages and in ponds containing the cages. Aquaculture 146:205–215

123

250 Int Aquat Res (2014) 6:245–250


	Stocking density-dependent growth and survival of Asian red-tailed catfish (Hemibagrus wyckioides) fries: early nursing in cages
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Results and discussion
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgments
	References


