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                    Abstract
Flexible bronchoscopy (FB) is a commonly performed procedure for diagnostic and therapeutic interventions of pulmonary disorders. Due to high prevalence of lung diseases especially lung cancer in the aging population, there is an increasing demand for FB in elderly patients. Flexible bronchoscopy is a well-tolerated procedure with low complication rate and mortality while providing valuable diagnostic and staging information. However, due to age-related decline in cardiopulmonary reserves and frequent presence of co-morbid conditions, procedural safety is the most critical issue in any elderly patient undergoing FB. A thorough understanding of these cardiopulmonary limitations and a careful assessment of medical issues, functional status and social support are essential in every elderly patient before performing bronchoscopy. Several studies have shown that age has no major effect on procedure-related complications or tolerance to bronchoscopy even with recent addition of increasingly complex and longer procedures. Advanced age by itself is not a contraindication to bronchoscopy.
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