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In Memoriam: Professor Jiro Kittaka (1928–2013)
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Professor Jiro Kittaka, an Honorary Member of the

Japanese Society of Fisheries Science (JSFS) and a Pro-

fessor Emeritus of Kitasato University, passed away on 24

March 2013, 84 years of age.

Professor Kittaka was born on 21 December 1928. After

graduation from the Department of Fisheries, Faculty of

Agriculture, The University of Tokyo in 1951, he served in

Kyoto Prefectural Fisheries Experimental Station and Kobe

University. In 1960, he joined a company for Kuruma

prawn farming newly founded by Dr. Motosaku Hudinaga.

After research for years at prawn farms, he became a

Professor of Kitasato University in Sanriku in 1974, and

later a dean. He transferred to the Research Institute for

Marine Biological Science of Tokyo University of Science

and Nemuro City Fisheries Research Institute in 1994.

After retirement because of an accidental injury in a fall at

work in 2005, he had been serving as an adviser to Nemuro

City.

Professor Kittaka’s working hard under Dr. Hudinaga led

to a great success in mass production of Kuruma prawn,

which set the scene for worldwide prawn culture. In Sanriku,

he successfully bred Homarus lobsters, and organized the

overseas scientific surveys that finally led to phyllosomas of

Jasus spiny lobsters being cultured to the puerulus stage.

This world first gave him an international reputation. He had

most recently been working towards mass production of

Paralithodes crabs in Nemuro, and, with other researchers,

had shown that the glaucothoe was a non-feeding stage like

the puerulus, of extreme importance to aquaculture.

Professor Kittaka also contributed to JSFS as a convener

for the autumn meeting in Sanriku in 1991 and a Member

of the Board of Directors. He also convened the 4th

International Workshop on Lobster in 1993 and the Nem-

uro Workshop in 1995. He received JSFS Award of Merit

in 1998.

Taking over an orthodox aquaculture from Dr. Hudi-

naga, Professor Kittaka’s life had been dedicated to aqua-

culture. By all means, I would like to express my sincere

condolence and introduce words from Dr. John Booth of

New Zealand, a world authority on spiny lobsters.

‘‘As a pioneer in the world of spiny lobster aquaculture

no name stands above that of Jiro Kittaka. Working at

Sanriku in Iwate Prefecture towards the north of the main

island Honshu, and later Nemuro in the north of Hokkaido,

he was the first to grow any spiny lobster through its full

larval development, to settlement. In the end he accom-

plished this for five species. The progress towards spiny

lobster aquaculture worldwide owes him a great debt.’’

May he rest in peace.

Yasuhiro Hayakawa

Former Professor, National Fisheries University
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