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This dense book is meant to be an

encyclopaedia of  this very specific

vessel. It is the result of  an international

high-level collaboration mostly between

neurosurgeons, neuroradiologists and

vascular surgeons.

All the different aspects of  pathology,

diagnosis and treatment of  the vertebral

ar tery are covered and chapters are

consistently organised.

The book begins by tracing the history

of  the surgery of  the vertebral artery and

from the start, we can only deplore the

neuro-surgical bias with which this first

chapter is written; in fact, the important

works of  A. Jung and colleagues, the

orthopaedic surgeons who described

already in 1962 the pathology and its

surgical treatment of  the V2 segment of

the vertebral artery [1-4] are completely

overlooked.

Indeed, the works of  A. Jung et al. had

paved the way for the surgical approach

to the foraminal (V2) segment of  the ver-

tebral artery, as well as for the approach

to the foramen; H. Verbiest [5] had also

given a description of  a variation of  the

approach to the cervical canal. We regret

that the authors ignore these previous

publications; it can probably be explained

by current conventions regarding bibli-

ography, which conventions hardly take

into account the works that are not

recent.

Embryology is very thoroughly addressed,

which is very useful in gaining a good

grasp of the anastomosing networks of  the

vertebral artery. The subsequent chapters

provide a comprehensive coverage of  the

anatomy, including the artery itself, its

relation with the nerve roots, the origin of

the anterior spinal artery, and anatomical

variations; it is essential to identify them

before performing surgery of  this artery,

especially in case of  abnormal entrance

into the transverse canal.

Then, a description of  the diagnostic tools

is presented, with non-invasive imaging as

well as ultrasonography. Once again, it is

to be regretted that no mention is made

of  the works of  A. Wackenheim [6].

The different approaches to the artery

and its pathology form the subject of

the ensuing chapters. All the segments

of  the artery are studied, from V1 to V3

segment. The chapter analysing the effect

of  cervical spine surgery on the verte-

bral artery is indeed very interesting.

The illustrations are excellent, including

anatomical diagrams, along with pictures,

photographs of  anatomical dissections

and surgical procedures.

A great book that should be on the

shelves of  every surgeon concerned with

the approach to the artery and to the

cervical spine, neurosurgeons, orthopaedic

surgeons or even vascular surgeons. It is

a 21st century book, which is the expla-

nation for its bibliographical shortcomings.

However, the author of  this book review

cannot omit to mention them, because his

own publications are not cited but also pre-

cisely because it is an otherwise out-

standing book. �
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