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We appreciate the interest and comments of Rezaeeniya on 
our systematic review and meta-analysis [1]. We searched 
PubMed, Web of Science, and Scopus databases and refer-
ences list of our selected studies as an additional resource. 
We, of course, agree search in Embase database and using 
unpublished data like gray literature would be helpful but 
they are not essential for performing such studies. As it has 
been mentioned in Elsevier website, Scopus includes most 
of the contents of Embase, and reasonably can coverage the 
EMBASE database [2]. It is also remarkable that we have 
only access Scopus database through our university server. 
There are also many meta-analyses, which did not consider 
gray literature [3]. Decisions about whether to include grey 
literature in a state-of-the-evidence review are complex [4]. 
We also agree with Rezaeeniya regarding utilization report-
ing guideline and we used the PRISMA for this purpose but 
not mentioned in the text. There was data heterogeneity in 
our study and some other studies; in these cases, there are 
two approaches; (1) ignoring the meta-analysis and present 
all of the study results individually without combining them, 
or; (2) using random-effect model combined analysis [5]. 
Therefore, we used random-effect model for data synthesis. 
Publication bias occurs when studies which have statistically 
significant positive results get published and the negative 
result studies or studies without statistical insignificancy 
does not get published [6]. This concern about the result 

of individual study does not seem to occur in the primary 
study of our systematic review, because these studies were 
not comparative studies. However, we will try to consider 
some of these suggestions for our future systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis.
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