
Megan Brewster, 2013–2014 TMS/MRS Congressional Science 
and Engineering Fellow.

How the U.S. Federal 
Government Functions 
(Or Not) 
Obviously, a Congressional fellow 
will learn about Congress. Yet, 
learning in vivo

Energy Boot Camp

The Top Ten Lessons 
Learned from a Year on Capitol Hill
Megan Brewster

 I spent a year away from the laboratory to see science through a new lens—
as a fellow on the Senate Committee for Energy and Natural Resources, by 

virtue of the 2013–2014 TMS/MRS (Materials Research Society) Congressional 
Science and Engineering Fellowship. As this experience draws to a close, 

I wanted to share my top ten takeaways from this foray into science policy.
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guess.

Be Nice to Everyone. Or, Don’t Talk Politics in 
Elevators

Anyone Can Learn STEM

        
Regulations Shape Markets

Get to the Point

Choose Your Own Adventure

“While I am 

a staunch 

advocate of 

basic science, 

I now understand 

the gravity of a 

good business 

case.”

“Exposure 

to differing 

viewpoints is not 

only healthy—It 

is the only way 

to move the 

conversation 

forward.”
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Opinions/Politics Evolve

evolution

Observing is Learning

STEM Is Not an Island

Prior to her appointment as the 2013–2014 TMS/MRS Congressional Science and 
Engineering Fellow, Megan Brewster was a materials scientist at GE Global Research 
where she supported the Durathon battery start-up. She received her Ph.D. in 
materials science and engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and her B.S. in materials science and engineering from the University of Washington.

What Lessons Can 
You Learn as the Next 
Congressional Science 
and Engineering 
Fellow?
 TMS and the Materials Research 
Society (MRS) are now accepting 
applications for the jointly sponsored 
2015–2016 Congressional Science 
and Engineering Fellowship.
 To be considered for the fellowship, 
applicants must have a record of 
success in research or scholarship in 
a fi eld relevant to materials science, 
while also demonstrating a strong 
interest in applying scientifi c and 
technical knowledge to U.S. public 
policy issues. Potential fellowship 
candidates should also be able 
to work quickly and communicate 
effectively to both scientifi c and non-
scientifi c audiences on a wide variety 
of topics, as well as be able to work 
cooperatively with individuals having 
diverse viewpoints. An applicant 
is expected to be a member or an 
applicant for membership of TMS 
or MRS, and must have a Ph.D. by 
September 1, 2014. U.S. citizenship 
is not required, but applicants must 
be authorized to work in the United 
States.
 The American Association for 
the Advancement of Science 
Congressional Science and 
Engineering Fellows Program is 
operated as a cooperative effort of 
approximately 30 national scientifi c 
and engineering societies that provide 
an opportunity for accomplished 
scientists and engineers with public 
policy interests to learn about and 
contribute to the policy-making 
processes in the U.S. Congress.
 For additional information on the 
2015–2016 TMS/MRS Congressional 
Science and Engineering Fellowship, 
contact Mary Samsa, 
TMS Foundation and 
Public Affairs Manager, at 
msamsa@tms.org.
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