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Postoperative bleeding was defined as a drop of hemoglobin
of more than 2 g associated with pallor, tachycardia, and ab-
dominal pain and distension. Intra-abdominal fluid collections
were sought by abdominal CT scan.

All patients who had bleeding (as defined before) required
blood transfusion; however, major bleeding that required re-
operation was seen in three patients who presented not only
with drops of hemoglobin and tachycardia but they were in a
state of shock, and they required urgent resuscitation and re-
operation laparoscopically. All patients presented with post-
operative bleeding and none was intraoperative [1].

Our rate of postoperative bleeding was within the range of
what has been reported in the literature, and we did not en-
counter intraoperative bleeding.

We avoid using clips or electrocoagulation since we think
they are unsafe and may contribute to increase risk of postop-
erative leak. Instead, we suture the staple line, which is cheap
too and we inspect it carefully. If we notice any further bleed-
ing, we reinforce the site of bleeding with figure of eight stitch
rather than using clips or electrocoagulation. With this tech-
nique that we have adopted lately, we have noticed further
reduction in our postoperative bleeding rate.

We had no leaks in our series and regional ischemia, and
leak following oversewing was shown in animal studies and
was not supported by clinical studies.

The aim of our study was to look at two early major com-
plications after sleeve gastrectomy and not a systematic col-
lection of patient-reported outcomes such as physical activity,
diet, and quality of life.
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