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                    Abstract
We use a mathematical model to investigate cancer resistance to radiation, based on dedifferentiation of non-stem cancer cells into cancer stem cells. Experimental studies by Iwasa 2008, using human non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) cell lines in mice, have implicated the inhibitor of apoptosis protein survivin in cancer resistance to radiation. A marked increase in radio-sensitivity was observed, after inhibiting survivin expression with a specific survivin inhibitor YM155 (sepantronium bromide). It was suggested that these observations are due to survivin-dependent dedifferentiation of non-stem cancer cells into cancer stem cells. Here, we confirm this hypothesis with a mathematical model, which we fit to Iwasa’s data on NSCLC in mice. We investigate the timing of combination therapies of YM155 administration and radiation. We find an interesting dichotomy. Sometimes it is best to hit a cancer with a large radiation dose right at the beginning of the YM155 treatment, while in other cases, it appears advantageous to wait a few days until most cancer cells are sensitized and then radiate. The optimal strategy depends on the nature of the cancer and the dose of radiation administered.
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