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                    Abstract
In this paper I explore alternative ways of answering the infinite regress problem of inference, as it was depicted in Lewis Carroll’s ‘What the Tortoise said to Achilles’. Roughly put, the problem is that if a claim to the effect that one’s premises give support to one’s conclusion must itself be part of one’s premises, then an infinite regress of reasons ensues. I discuss some recent attempts to solve that problem, but I find all of them to be wanting. Those attempts either require the reasoner to believe that her premises give support to her conclusion, or to take her premises to give support to her conclusion, where taking is not a doxastic attitude. I conclude that, on the face of the failure of those attempts to solve the problem, there is a strong prima facie case for allowing inference to be blind (in which case reasoners need not believe or take it that their premises give support to their conclusions).



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        A Uniform Account of Regress Problems
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         24 October 2016
                                    

                                

                                David Löwenstein

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Reasoning and its limits
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         21 May 2021
                                    

                                

                                David Jenkins

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Carroll’s Regress Times Three
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         06 March 2023
                                    

                                

                                Gilbert Plumer

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    Notes
	Some authors—-e.g. see Williamson (2007, p. 162) and Rumfitt (2008, p. 63)—have characterized the power we have to know logical truths be means of processes of suppositional reasoning of this type as some sort of byproduct of our more down-to-earth competence to handle doxastic input (to extract more information about the world from the information we already have). That we are equipped to infer that Some As are Bs on the basis of our belief that x is A and x is B means that we are also equipped to infer that If x is A and x is B then some As are Bs by going offline and exploring the consequences of our assumptions.


	I thank an anonymous reviewer for calling my attention to this possible reply.


	I thank an anonymous reviewer for this observation.


	See Turri (2010, p. 317) for an example of a belief whose content is entailed by the reasons it is directly based on, but where the subject’s mode of reasoning is epistemically bad.


	I thank an anonymous reviewer for pointing that out to me.


	See Dogramaci (2013) for an example of a blind-reasoning view that would seem to receive support from the considerations I made here. Notice, however, that the way in which Dogramaci understands the notion of intuition (as a conscious temptation to believe something, which occurs also in perceptual experience) is very different from the way BonJour (2014) and other rationalists do.
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