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                    Abstract
The paper proposes a new reading of the Aufbau, one that contends that Carnap’s epistemological project is not, or not only, to identify the conditions under which a system of purely structural definite descriptions can attain objectivity. Rather, the project is more ambitious: to determine the conditions that allow the concomitant attainment of objectivity and understanding. As such, it can, and perhaps should, be regarded as an attempt to refute a view elsewhere called Weylean skepticism, i.e. the view that objectivity and understanding are opposite epistemic ideals of science.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Non-factive Understanding: A Statement and Defense
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         10 September 2019
                                    

                                

                                Yannick Doyle, Spencer Egan, … Kareem Khalifa

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Explicating Objectual Understanding: Taking Degrees Seriously
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         16 September 2019
                                    

                                

                                Christoph Baumberger

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Knowledge and Understanding
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2014
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    Notes
	For a thorough and illuminating account of Carnap’s engagement with categoricity, together with the relevant historical and methodological background, see Howard (1996). See also Awodey and Carus (2001).


	“Das Vorhandensein von Erlebnis, von innerer Erfahrung überhaupt, kann nicht geleugnet werden. Denn dieses unmittelbare Wissen ist der Erfahrungsinhalt, desses Analysis alsdann Kenntnis und Wissenschaft der geistigen Welt ist. Diese Wissenschaft bestünde nicht, wenn inneres Erlebnis, innere Erfahrung nicht vorhanden wären.” (Dilthey 1883, p. 136sq)


	“[W]ir verstehen nur vermittels der Übertragung unserer inneren Erfahrung auf eine an sich tote äußere Tatsächlichkeit” (Dilthey 1883, p. 138). “[A]lles Verstehen im Erleben gegründet ist.” (“Goethe und die dichterische Phantasie” in Das Erlebnis und die Dichtung, Gesammelte Schriften, XXVI, p. 153sq)


	“Denn nur soviel sieht man vollstaendig ein, als man nach Begriffen selbst machen und zustande bringen kann.” Salomon Maimon also defended a similar position (see Franks 2005, p. 141).


	Its particularity derives from the specificity of the notion of constitution deployed by Carnap: “Are constituted entities ‘generated by thought’, as the Marburg school teaches, or ‘only recognized’ by thought, as realism asserts? Constitution theory employs a neutral language; according to it, entities are neither ‘generated’ nor ‘recognized’, but rather ‘constituted’. Let it be already here expressly emphasized that this word ‘constitute’ is always meant completely neutrally.” (Sect. 5)


	For a detailed analysis of Weylean skepticism, see Toader (2011).


	“In the development of physics, the physical concepts have revealed themselves more and more as free constructions, mere symbols handled according to certain rules; theoretical physics becomes a system as thoroughly formalized as Hilbert’s mathematics.” (Weyl 1946, p. 604) For an interpretation of this passage, see Toader (2013).


	For recent endorsements and elaborations of this idea, see e.g. Nozick (2001), Debs and Redhead (2007).


	“One might have thought of calling a system of axioms complete if the meaning of the basic concepts present in them were univocally fixed through the requirement that the axioms be valid. But this ideal cannot be realized, for the isomorphic mapping of a contentual interpretation is surely just another contentual interpretation. The final formulation is therefore this: an system of axioms is complete, or categorical, if any two contentual interpretations of it are necessarily isomorphic.” (Weyl 1927, p. 21sq, 1949, p. 25)


	“Ideas and intuitive understanding versus calculation and strict logical deductions: what is the real point in these contrasts, what is the secret of understanding a mathematical fact? Certain epistemological schools, I mention the name of Wilhelm Dilthey, have claimed understanding from within, hermeneutics, as the proper basis for historical research and the humanities, whereas the natural sciences seek to explain rather than to understand the phenomena. The words “intuition, understanding” appear here with a certain [mystical] nimbus indicating a depth and immediacy of their own. In mathematics we prefer to look at things more soberly.” (Weyl 1932, p. 348; 1985, p. 15)


	To illustrate the opposition, Weyl cites Woltereck’s Philosophie der lebendigen Wirklichkeit (1931, 1940) as an attempt to develop biology on the road to understanding. He could have also mentioned Woodger’s The Axiomatic Method in Biology (1937) as an attempt to develop biology on the road to objectivity.


	In Sect. 59 of the Aufbau, Carnap noted that a constitution system with a physical, rather than a phenomenal, basis would be more appropriate for the purpose of scientific explanation. The criterion of univocality for such a system would presumably be different than experienceability.


	For more on this context, and especially for Carnap’s interaction with Lebensphilosophie, see Gabriel (2004).
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