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                    Abstract
In this paper, I analyse a finding by Riggs and colleagues that there is a close connection between people’s ability to reason with counterfactual conditionals and their capacity to attribute false beliefs to others. The result indicates that both processes may be governed by one cognitive mechanism, though false belief attribution seems to be slightly more cognitively demanding. Given that the common denominator for both processes is suggested to be a form of the Ramsey test, I investigate whether Stalnaker’s semantic theory of conditionals, which was inspired by the Ramsey test, may provide the basis for a psychologically plausible model of belief ascription. The analysis I propose will shed some new light on the developmental discrepancy between counterfactual reasoning and false belief ascription.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Implications of pretend play for Theory of Mind research
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         14 December 2022
                                    

                                

                                Julia Wolf

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        How children approach the false belief test: social development, pragmatics, and the assembly of Theory of Mind
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         17 November 2020
                                    

                                

                                Marco Fenici

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Just another article on Moore’s paradox, but we don’t believe that
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         07 February 2018
                                    

                                

                                Iskra Fileva & Linda A. W. Brakel

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Amsterlaw J., Wellman H. M. (2006) A microgenetic study of the development of false belief understanding. Journal of Cognition and Development 7(2): 139–172
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Apperly I. A. (2011) Mindreaders: The cognitive basis of ‘theory of mind’. Psychology Press, Routledge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Apperly I. A., Riggs K. J., Simpson A., Chiavarino C., Samson D. (2006) Is belief reasoning automatic?. Psychological Science 17(10): 841–844
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baillargeon R., Scott R. M., He Z. (2010) False-belief understanding in infants. Trends in Cognitive Sciences 14(3): 10–18
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baron-Cohen S. (1995) Mindblindness: An essay on autism and theory of mind. MIT Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Baron-Cohen S., Leslie A. M., Frith U. (1985) Does the autistic child have a “theory of mind”?. Cognition 21: 37–46
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bennett J. (2003) A philosophical guide to conditionals. Oxford University Press, Oxford
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bloom P., German T. P. (2000) Two reasons to abandon the false belief task as a test of theory of mind. Cognition 77: 25–31
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Byrne R. M. (2002) Mental models and counterfactual thoughts about what might have been. Trends in Cognitive Sciences 6(10): 426–431
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Carruthers, P., Smith, P. K. (eds) (1996) Theories of theories of mind. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davidson, D. (2001). A coherence theory of truth and knowledge. In Subjective, intersubjective, objective (pp. 137–153). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

	Drayton S., Turley-Ames K. J., Guajardo N. R. (2011) Counterfactual thinking and false belief: The role of executive function. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology 108: 532–548
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Evans, J. S. B. T., & Over, D. E. (2004). If. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

	Frege, G. (1892/1948). Sense and reference. The Philosophical Review, 57(3), 209–230.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gärdenfors P. (1988) Knowledge in flux: Modelling dynamics of epistemic states. MIT Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	German T. P., Nichols S. (2003) Children’s counterfactual inferences about long and short causal chains. Developmental Science 6: 514–523
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Grant C. M., Riggs K. J., Boucher J. (2004) Counterfactual and mental state reasoning in children with autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders 34(2): 177–188
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Guajardo N. R., Parker J., Turley-Ames K. (2009) Associations among false belief understanding, counterfactual reasoning, and executive function. British Journal of Developmental Psychology 27: 681–702
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Guajardo N. R., Turley-Ames K. (2004) Preschooler’s generation of different types of counterfactual statements and theory of mind understanding. Cognitive Development 19: 53–80
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kripke S. A. (1963) Semantical consideration on modal logic. Acta Philosophica Fennica 16: 83–94

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Leslie A. M. (1987) Pretense and representation: The origins of theory of mind. Psychological Review 94(4): 412–426
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis D. (1973) Causation. The Journal of Philosophy 70(17): 556–567
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis D. (1996) Elusive knowledge. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 74(4): 549–567
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nute D., Cross C. B. (2002) Conditional logic. In: Gabbay D. M., Guenthner F. (eds) Handbook of philosophical logic (Vol. 4, 2nd ed.). Springer, New York, pp 1–98

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perner J. (1991) Understanding the representational mind. MIT Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perner J., Rafetseder E. (2011) Counterfactual and other forms of conditional reasoning: Children lost in the nearest possible world. In: Hoerl C., McCormack T., Beck S. (eds) Understanding counterfactuals, understanding causation: Issues in philosophy and psychology. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Perner J., Sprung M., Steinkogler B. (2004) Counterfactual conditionals and false belief: A developmental dissociation. Cognitive Development 19: 179–201
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Peterson D. M., Riggs K. J. (1999) Adaptive modelling and mindreading. Mind & Language 14(1): L80–112
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Premack D., Woodruff G. (1978) Does the chimpanzee have a theory of mind?. The Behavioral and Brain Sciences 1: 512–526

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rafetseder E., Cristi-Vargas R., Perner J. (2010) Counterfactual reasoning: Developing a sense of nearest possible world. Child Development 81(1): 76–389
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rafetseder E., Perner J. (2010) Is reasoning from counterfactual antecedents evidence for counterfactual reasoning?. Thinking & Reasoning 16(2): 131–155
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ramsey, F. P. (1929/1990). General propositions and causality. In D. H. Mellor (Ed.), Philosophical Papers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (pp. 145–163); original publication, 1929.

	Recanati F. (2000) Oratio obliqua, oratio recta: An essay on metarepresentation. MIT Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Riggs K. J., Peterson D. M., Robinson E. J., Mitchell P. (1998) Are errors in false belief tasks symptomatic of a broader difficulty with counterfactuality?. Cognitive Development 13: 73–90
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stalnaker R. C. (1968) A theory of conditionals. In: Rescher N. (ed) Studies in logical theory. American Philosophical Quarterly Monograph Series, 2. Blackwell, Oxford, pp 98–112

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stalnaker R. C. (1984) Inquiry. MIT Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wimmer H., Perner J. (1983) Beliefs about beliefs representation and constraining function of wrong beliefs in young children’s understanding of deception. Cognition 13(1): 103–128
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Faculty of Philosophy, University of Groningen, Groningen, The Netherlands
Karolina Krzyżanowska


Authors	Karolina KrzyżanowskaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Karolina Krzyżanowska.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Krzyżanowska, K. Belief ascription and the Ramsey test.
                    Synthese 190, 21–36 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-012-0160-5
Download citation
	Received: 12 July 2012

	Accepted: 16 July 2012

	Published: 09 August 2012

	Issue Date: January 2013

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-012-0160-5


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Belief ascription
	Ramsey test
	Conditionals
	Counterfactuals
	False belief task








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.200.190.194
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    