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In Wehmeier (J Philos Log 33:607–630, 2004) we are presented with the subjunctive modal language, a way of dealing with the expressive inadequacy of modal logic by marking atomic predicates as being either in the subjunctive or indicative mood. Wehmeier claims that this language is expressively equivalent to the standard actuality language, and that despite this the marked-unmarked dichotomies are not the same in the two languages. In this paper we will attend to Wehmeier’s argument that this is the case, and show that this conclusion rests on what might be considered an uncharitable stipulation concerning what it is for a formula in the actuality language to be true in a model.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
We’re sorry, something doesn't seem to be working properly.
 Please try refreshing the page. If that doesn't work, please contact support so we can address the problem.



                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Positive Psychology: An Introduction
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2014
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Emotional Expression: Advances in Basic Emotion Theory
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         07 February 2019
                                    

                                

                                Dacher Keltner, Disa Sauter, … Alan Cowen

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Wisdom: Meaning, structure, types, arguments, and future concerns
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         05 February 2022
                                    

                                

                                Kaili Zhang, Juan Shi, … Michel Ferrari

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Crossley J. N., Humberstone L. (1977) The logic of “Actually”. Reports on Mathematical Logic 8: 11–29

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davies M., Humberstone L. (1980) Two notions of necessity. Philosophical Studies 38: 1–30
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hanson W. H. (2006) Actuality, necessity, and logical truth. Philosophical Studies 130: 437–459
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hazen A. (1978) The eliminability of the actuality operator in propositional modal logic. Notre Dame Journal of Formal Logic 19: 617–622
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Humberstone L. (1982) Scope and subjunctivity. Philosophia 12: 99–126
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Humberstone L. (2004) Two-dimensional adventures. Philosophical Studies 118: 17–65
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wehmeier K. F. (2004) In the mood. Journal of Philosophical Logic 33: 607–630
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wehmeier K. F. (2005) Modality, mood, and description. In: Kahle R. (eds) Intentionality: An interdisciplinary discussion. A.K. Peters, Wellesley, pp 187–216

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	School of Philosophy, Historical & International Studies, Monash University, Clayton, VIC, 3800, Australia
Rohan French


Authors	Rohan FrenchView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Rohan French.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
French, R. Expressive power, mood, and actuality.
                    Synthese 190, 1689–1699 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9933-5
Download citation
	Received: 12 January 2011

	Accepted: 04 April 2011

	Published: 11 April 2011

	Issue Date: June 2013

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9933-5


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Actuality
	Subjunctive Modal Logic
	Expressive power








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
We’re sorry, something doesn't seem to be working properly.
 Please try refreshing the page. If that doesn't work, please contact support so we can address the problem.



                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					107.20.76.243
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    