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Chalmers and Hájek argue that on an epistemic reading of Ramsey’s test for the rational acceptability of conditionals, it is faulty. They claim that applying the test to each of a certain pair of conditionals requires one to think that one is omniscient or infallible, unless one forms irrational Moore-paradoxical beliefs. I show that this claim is false. The epistemic Ramsey test is indeed faulty. Applying it requires that one think of anyone as all-believing and if one is rational, to think of anyone as infallible-if-rational. But this is not because of Moore-paradoxical beliefs. Rather it is because applying the test requires a certain supposition about conscious belief. It is important to understand the nature of this supposition.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What is the myth of the given?
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         13 July 2021
                                    

                                

                                James R. O’Shea

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Conceivability, Kripkean Identity, and S5: A Reply to Jonathon VandenHombergh
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         12 December 2023
                                    

                                

                                Peter Marton

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Interpretivism and norms
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         13 December 2018
                                    

                                

                                Devin Sanchez Curry

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Adams E. (1975) The logic of conditionals. Reidel, Dordrecht

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Barnett D. (2008) Ramsey + Moore ≠  God. Analysis 68: 168–174

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chan T. (2010) Moore’s paradox is not just another pragmatic paradox. Synthese 173: 211–229
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chalmers D., Hájek A. (2007) Ramsey + Moore = God. Analysis 67: 170–172

                    Google Scholar 
                

	de Almeida C. (2001) What Moore’s paradox is about. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 62: 33–58
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	de Almeida C. (2007) Moorean absurdity: An epistemological analysis. In: Green M. S., Williams J. N. (eds) Moore’s paradox: New essays on belief, rationality, and the first person. Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp 53–76

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hansson S. (1992) In defense of the Ramsey test. Journal of Philosophy 89: 522–540
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McGee V. (1989) Conditional probability and compounds of conditionals. Philosophical Review 98: 485–541
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Morton A. (2004) Against the Ramsey test. Analysis 64: 294–299
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Quine W. V. O. (1953) On a so-called paradox. Mind 62: 65–67
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ramsey F. P. (1994) General propositions and causality. In: Mellor D. H. (eds) Philosophical papers by F.P. Ramsey. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp 145–163

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rosenthal D.M. (1997) A theory of consciousness. In: Block N.J., Flanagan O., Güzeldere G. (eds) The nature of consciousness: Philosophical debates. MIT Press and Bradford Books, Cambridge, MA, pp 729–753

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sainsbury M. (1995) Paradoxes (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Searle J. (1992) The rediscovery of the mind. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sorensen R. A. (1988) Blindspots. Clarendon Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (2006a) Moore’s paradoxes and conscious belief. Philosophical Studies 127: 383–414
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (2006b) Wittgenstein, Moorean absurdity and its disappearance from speech. Synthese 149: 225–254
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (2007) The surprise exam paradox: Disentangling two reductios. Journal of Philosophical Research 32: 67–95

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (2010) Moore’s paradox, defective interpretation, justified belief and conscious belief. Theoria 76: 211–248

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	School of Social Sciences, Singapore Management University, 90 Stamford Road, Singapore, 178903, Singapore
John N. Williams


Authors	John N. WilliamsView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                John N. Williams.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Williams, J.N. Moore-paradoxical belief, conscious belief and the epistemic Ramsey test.
                    Synthese 188, 231–246 (2012). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9925-5
Download citation
	Received: 11 March 2011

	Accepted: 11 March 2011

	Published: 23 March 2011

	Issue Date: September 2012

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9925-5


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Ramsey
	Ramsey test
	Moore
	Chalmers
	Hájek
	Conditionals
	Paradox
	Belief
	Conscious belief
	Infallibility
	Omniscience
	Irrationality








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.91.10.104
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    