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                    Abstract
The regress of reasons threatens an epistemic agent’s right to claim that any beliefs are justified. In response, Peter Klein’s infinitism argues that an infinite series of supporting reasons of the right type not only is not vicious but can make for epistemic justification. In order to resist the sceptic, infinitism needs to provide reason to think that there is at least one justified belief in the world. Under an infinitist conception this involves showing that at least one belief is supported by an infinite series of supporting reasons. This paper argues that showing this makes problems for the infinitist. The finite minds problem that prevents completion of an infinite series is well documented. This paper examines alternative attempts to provide evidence of infinity that the infinitist might take, whether by using a notion of justification without infinite reasons or by altering the notion of evidence. It concludes that both of these fail and consequently infinitism is unable to offer a solution to Agrippa’s trilemma.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The pragmatic turn in the scientific realism debate
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         29 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Sandy C. Boucher & Curtis Forbes

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Explaining Why There is Something Rather than Nothing
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         07 June 2020
                                    

                                

                                Andrew Brenner

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Unzipping the zetetic turn
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         30 November 2023
                                    

                                

                                David Domínguez

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Aikin S. (2005) Who is afraid of epistemology’s regress problem?. Philosophical Studies 126(2): 191–217
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Aikin S. (2008) Meta-epistemology and the varieties of epistemic infinitism. Synthese 163(2): 175–185
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bergmann M. (2007) Is Klein an infinitist about doxastic justification?. Philosophical Studies 134(1): 19–24
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	BonJour L. (1985) The structure of empirical knowledge. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chisholm R. (1982) The foundations of knowing. University of Minnesota Press, Minnesota

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cling A. (2004) The trouble with infinitism. Synthese 138(1): 101–123
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cling A. (2008) The epistemic regress problem. Philosophical Studies 140(3): 401–421
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cling A. (2009) Reasons, regress, and tragedy: The epistemic regress problem and the problem of the criterion. American Philosophical Quarterly 46(4): 333–346

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davidson D. (1989) A coherence theory of truth and knowledge. In: LePore E. (Ed.) Truth and interpretation: Perspectives on the philosophy of Donald Davidson. Blackwell, New York, pp 307–319

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dretske F. (1971) Conclusive reasons. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 49(1): 1–22
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fantl J. (2003) Modest infinitism. Canadian Journal of Philosophy 33(4): 537–562

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fumerton R. (1995) Metaepistemology and skepticism. Rowman and Littlefield, Boston

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goldman A. (1979) What is justified belief?. In: Pappas G. (Ed.) Justification and knowledge. Reidel, Dordrecht

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Howard-Snyder D., Coffman E. J. (2006) Three arguments against foundationalism: Arbitrariness, epistemic regress, and existential support. Canadian Journal of Philosophy 36(4): 535–564
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (1971) A proposed definition of propositional knowledge. Journal of Philosophy 68(16): 471–482
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (1998) Foundationalism and the infinite regress of reasons. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 58(4): 919–925
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (1999) Human knowledge and the infinite regress of reasons. Philosophical Perspectives 13: 297–325

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (2003) When infinite regresses are not vicious. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 66(3): 718–729
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (2004) Skepticism: Ascent and assent. In: Greco J. (Ed.) Ernest Sosa and his critics. Blackwell, Oxford, pp 112–125
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (2006) Infinitism is the solution to the regress problem. In: Steup M., Sosa E. (eds) Contemporary debates in epistemology. Blackwell, Oxford, pp 131–140

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (2007a) How to be an infinitist about doxastic justification. Philosophical Studies 134(1): 25–29
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Klein P. (2007b) Human knowledge and the infinite progress of reasoning. Philosophical Studies 134(1): 1–17
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lewis D. (1996) Elusive knowledge. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 74(4): 549–567
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Olsson E. (2005) Against coherence: Truth, probability and justification. Oxford University Press, Oxford
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Peijnenburg J. (2007) Infinitism regained. Mind 116(463): 597–602
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Podlaskowski, A. C., & Smith, J. A. (forthcoming). Infinitism and epistemic normativity. Synthese.

	Pryor J. (2005) There is immediate justification. In: Steup M., Sosa E. (eds) Contemporary debates in epistemology. Blackwell Publishing, London, pp 181–202

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sellars W. (1963) Science, perception and reality. Routledge and Kegan Paul, London

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Skyrms B. (2000) Choice and chance: An introduction to inductive logic (4th ed.). Wadsworth Publishing, Belmont

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Turri J. (2009) On the regress argument for infinitism. Synthese 166(1): 157–163
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams J. N. (1981) Justified belief and the infinite regress argument. American Philosophical Quarterly 18(1): 85–88

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams M. (1996) Unnatural doubts: Epistemological realism and the basis of scepticism. Princeton University Press, Princeton

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams M. (2001) Problems of knowledge: A critical introduction to epistemology. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams M. (2005) Doing without immediate justification. In: Steup M., Sosa E. (eds) Contemporary debates in epistemology. Blackwell Publishing, Oxford, pp 202–216

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Stephen Wright


Authors	Stephen WrightView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Stephen Wright.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Wright, S. Does Klein’s infinitism offer a response to Agrippa’s trilemma?.
                    Synthese 190, 1113–1130 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9884-x
Download citation
	Received: 30 September 2010

	Accepted: 20 January 2011

	Published: 11 February 2011

	Issue Date: April 2013

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-9884-x


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Justification
	Infinitism
	Scepticism
	Peter Klein
	Evidence of infinity
	Finite minds








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.198.181.6
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    