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                    Abstract
Crispin Wright’s “Unified Strategy” for addressing some familiar sceptical paradoxes exploits a subtle distinction between two different ways in which we can be related to a proposition: (full-blown) belief and (mere) acceptance. The importance of the distinction for his strategy stems from his conviction that we cannot acquire any kind of evidence, either empirical or a priori, for the “cornerstones” of our cognitive projects, i.e., for those basic presuppositions of our inquiries that we must be warranted to endorse if we are to claim warrant for any of the beliefs formed as a result of such inquiries: regarding the idea of a non-evidential warrant to believe a proposition as a kind of “conceptual solecism”, he doesn’t set himself the task of showing that we are evidentially warranted to believe such presuppositions, but only that of showing that we are non-evidentially warranted to accept them. In the present paper, I argue that such choice involves a fatal departure from a basic principle governing doxastic commitment—a principle that requires that we regard cornerstones propositions as propositions we are rationally committed to believe, not just entitled to accept. I press the point by presenting the Acceptance Argument, a sceptical paradox whose consideration leads to the conclusion that the Unified Strategy is caught between the Scylla of incoherently invoking a rather dubious form of epistemic alchemy and the Charybdis of placing an unexpected and apparently ad hoc restriction on the doxastic commitments we undertake by believing the things we believe. My final suggestion is that the Unified Strategy might be spared this dilemma only by undergoing a rather radical revision—a revision that would require setting aside the distinction between belief and acceptance to re-conceptualise its goal unabashedly in terms of (non-evidentially) warranted belief.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Deductive Cogency, understanding, and acceptance
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         11 March 2017
                                    

                                

                                Finnur Dellsén

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        A Peircean examination of Gettier’s two cases
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         13 August 2021
                                    

                                

                                Richard Kenneth Atkins

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Once you think you’re wrong, you must be right: new versions of the preface paradox
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         19 September 2018
                                    

                                

                                John N. Williams

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Avnur, Y. (2011). Closure reconsidered. Ms.

	Broome J. (1999) Normative requirements. Ratio 12: 398–419
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Broome J. (2007) Wide or narrow scope?. Mind 116: 359–370
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brunero J. (2010) The scope of rational requirements. Philosophical Quarterly 60: 28–49
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Carnap R. (1956) Empiricism, semantics, and ontology. In: Carnap R. (eds) Meaning and necessity. 2nd edn. University of Chicago Press, Chicago, pp 205–221

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Coliva, A. (2011). Varieties of failure (of warrant transmission—What else?!). Synthese. doi:10.1007/s11229-011-0006-6.

	Coliva, A. (forthcoming). Moore’s proof, liberals and conservatives. Is there a (Wittgensteinian) third way? In A. Coliva (Ed.), Mind, meaning and knowledge. Themes from the philosophy of Crispin Wright. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

	Davies M. (2004) Epistemic entitlement, warrant transmission and easy knowledge. Aristotelian Society Supplementary Volume 78: 213–245
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dretske F. (1971) Conclusive reasons. Australasian Journal of Philosophy 84: 568–580

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dretske F. (2005) The case against closure. In: Steup M., Sosa E. (eds) Contemporary debates in epistemology. Blackwell, Oxford, pp 13–25

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Feldman R., Conee E. (1985) Evidentialism. Philosophical Studies 48: 15–34
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hawthorne J. (2005) The case for closure. In: Steup M., Sosa E. (eds) Contemporary debates in epistemology. Blackwell, Oxford, pp 25–43

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jenkins C. S. (2007) Entitlement and rationality. Synthese 157: 25–45
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kolodny N. (2005) Why be rational?. Mind 114: 509–563
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lord E. (2011) Violating requirements, exiting from requirements, and the scope of rationality. Philosophical Quarterly 61: 392–399
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pedersen N. J. (2009) Entitlement, value and rationality. Synthese 171: 443–457
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pritchard D. (2005) Wittgenstein’s On certainty and contemporary anti-scepticism. In: Moyal-Sharrock D., Brenner W. H. (eds) Readings of Wittgenstein’s On certainty. Palgrave Macmillan, London, pp 189–224

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pryor J. (2004) What’s wrong with Moore’s argument?. Philosophical Issues 14: 349–378
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schroeder M. (2004) The scope of instrumental reason. Philosophical Perspectives 18: 337–364
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Silins N. (2008) Basic justification and the Moorean response to the skeptic. In: Gendler T. S., Hawthorne J. (eds) Oxford studies in epistemology. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Turri J. (2010) On the relationship between propositional and doxastic justification. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 80: 312–326
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Way J. (2010) Defending the wide-scope approach to instrumental reason. Philosophical Studies 147: 213–233
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (1985) Facts and certainty. Proceedings of the British Academy 71: 429–472

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (1991) Scepticism and dreaming: Imploding the demon. Mind 100: 87–116
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (1992) Truth and objectivity. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (2004) Warrant for nothing (and foundations for free)?. Aristotelian Society Supplementary Volume 78: 167–212
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (2007) The perils of dogmatism. In: Nuccetelli S., Seay G. (eds) Themes from G.E. Moore: New essays in epistemology and ethics. Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp 25–48

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Philosophy, University of Bologna (Italy), Via Zamboni 38, 40126, Bologna, Italy
Giorgio Volpe


Authors	Giorgio VolpeView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Giorgio Volpe.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Volpe, G. Cornerstones: You’d better believe them.
                    Synthese 189, 317–336 (2012). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-0051-1
Download citation
	Received: 20 April 2011

	Accepted: 11 November 2011

	Published: 01 December 2011

	Issue Date: November 2012

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-011-0051-1


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Crispin Wright
	Cornerstone propositions
	Scepticism
	Belief
	Acceptance








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.152.29.37
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    