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                    Abstract
A familiar strategy of argument to the effect that natural-language predicates are semantically context dependent rests on constructing what I term Travis cases: different contexts for the use of a predicate are imagined in which its semantic (typically, truth-conditional) properties are claimed to differ. I propose an account of the semantic properties of predicates that give rise to Travis cases; I then argue that the account underwrites a genuine alternative to the standard explanations of Travis cases to be found in the literature; I close with a brief sketch of the connections, required by a fuller development of my account, among the semantic notion of a predicate’s content, the metaphysical notion of a property’s instantiation, and the cognitive notion of a language user’s perspective in using a predicate.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Reading the Book of the World
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         10 June 2014
                                    

                                

                                Thomas Donaldson

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Squaring the Circle
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2013
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        ‘Truth Predicates’ in Natural Language
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2015
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Atlas J. D. (1989) Philosophy without ambiguity: A logico-linguistic essay. Clarendon Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bach K. (1994) Conversational impliciture. Mind and Language 9: 124–162
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Barwise J., Perry J. (1983) Situations and attitudes. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bezuidenhout A. (2002) Truth-conditional pragmatics. Philosophical Perspectives 16: 105–134

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cappelen H., Lepore E. (2003) Context shifting arguments. Philosophical Perspectives 17: 25–50
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cappelen H., Lepore E. (2004) A tall tale in defense of semantic minimalism and speech act pluralism. In: Preyer G. (Ed.) Contextualism. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cappelen H., Lepore E. (2005) Insensitive semantics: A defense of semantic minimalism and speech act pluralism. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chomsky N. (2000) New horizons in the study of language and mind. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Egan A., Hawthorne J., Weatherson B. (2005) Epistemic modals in context. In: Preyer G., Peter G. (eds) Contextualism in philosophy: Knowledge, meaning and truth. Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp 131–168

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Higginbotham J. (1988) Contexts, models, and meanings: A note on the data of semantics. In: Kempson R. (Ed.) Mental representations: The interface between language and reality. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kennedy C. (1999) Projecting the adjective: The syntax and semantics of gradability and comparison. Garland Press, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lasersohn P. (2005) Context dependence, disagreement, and predicates of personal taste. Linguistics and Philosophy 28: 643–686
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	MacFarlane J. (2003) Future contingents and relative truth. Philosophical Quarterly 53: 321–336
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	MacFarlane J. (2009) Nonindexical contextualism. Synthese 166: 231–250
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moravcsik J. (1998) Meaning, creativity, and the partial inscrutability of the human mind. CSLI Publications, Stanford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Recanati F. (2004) Literal meaning. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Reimer M. (2002) Do adjectives conform to compositionality?. Philosophical Perspectives 16: 183–198

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sanford, D. (2006). Determinates vs. determinables. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Retrieved June 28, 2010, from http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/determinate-determinables/
                

	Sperber D., Wilson D. (1986) Relevance: Communication and cognition. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stanley J. (2000) Context and logical form. Linguistics and Philosophy 23: 391–434
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Szabó, Z. (2001). Adjectives in context. In I. Kenesei & R. M. Harnish, Perspectives on semantics, pragmatics, and discourse: A festschrift for Ferenc Kiefer. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

	Travis C. (1981) The true and the false: The domain of the pragmatic. John Benjamins, Amsterdam

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Travis C. (1985) On what is strictly speaking true. Canadian Journal of Philosophy 15: 187–229

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Travis C. (1989) The uses of sense: Wittgenstein’s philosophy of language. Clarendon Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Travis C. (1990) Critical notice of Sperber and Wilson, Relevance: Communication and cognition. Canadian Journal of Philosophy 20: 277–304

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Travis C. (1997) Pragmatics. In: Hale B., Wright C. (eds) A Companion to the philosophy of language. Blackwell Publishers, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Travis C. (2000) Unshadowed thought: Representation in thought and language. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Philosophy, Boston University, Boston, MA, 02215, USA
Anthony Corsentino


Authors	Anthony CorsentinoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Anthony Corsentino.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Corsentino, A. Predicates in perspective.
                    Synthese 187, 519–545 (2012). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-010-9859-3
Download citation
	Received: 09 November 2008

	Accepted: 05 December 2010

	Published: 16 December 2010

	Issue Date: July 2012

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-010-9859-3


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Context-dependence
	Predicate
	Extension
	Semantics-pragmatics distinction
	Contextualism
	Semantic content
	Properties
	Instantiation
	Indexicality
	Functional role








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					50.19.159.160
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    