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A well known skeptical paradox rests on the claim that we lack warrant to believe that we are not brains in a vat (BIVs). The argument for that claim is the apparent impossibility of any evidence or argument that we are not BIVs. Many contemporary philosophers resist this argument by insisting that we have a sort of warrant for believing that we are not BIVs that does not require having any evidence or argument. I call this view ‘New Rationalism’. I argue that New Rationalists are committed to there being some evidence or argument for believing that we are not BIVs anyway. Therefore, New Rationalism, since its appeal is that it purportedly avoids the problematic commitment to such evidence or argument, undermines its own appeal. We cannot avoid the difficult work of coming up with evidence or argument by positing some permissive sort of warrant.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Wolff and the Dogmas of Classical Rationalism
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2021
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Calling the Skeptic’s Bluff: Brains, Vats, and Irrelevance
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         28 May 2018
                                    

                                

                                Peter Marton

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        On the Thinking Brains and Tinkering with the Scientific Models
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         16 March 2017
                                    

                                

                                Majid Davoody Beni

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Alston W. P. (1993) The reliability of sense perception. Cornell University Press, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bergmann M. (2004) Epistemic circularity: Malignant and benign. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 69: 709–727
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bonjour, L. (2005). In: E. Sosa & M. Steup (Eds.), Contemporary debates in epistemology (Chapter 5). Cambridge, MA: Blackwell Publishers.

	Cohen S. (2000) Contextualism and skepticism. Philosophical Issues, (Skepticism) 10: 94–107
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davis M. (2003) The problem of armchair knowledge. In: Nuccetelli S. (eds) New essays on semantic externalism and self-knowledge. MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, pp 23–55

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Garrett D. (2007) Reasons to act and reasons to believe: Naturalism and rational justification in Hume’s philosophical project. Philosophical Studies 132(1): 1–16
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jackson F. (1977) Perception: A representative theory. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Markie P. (2005) Easy knowledge. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 70(2): 406–416
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McDowell, J. (2008). 16. The disjunctive conception of experience as material for a transcendental argument. In A. Haddock & F. Macpherson (Eds.), Disjunctivism: Perception, action, knowledge. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

	Moore G. E. (1939) Proof of an external world. Proceedings of the British Academy 25: 273–300

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Peacocke C. (2004) The realm of reason. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Plantinga A. (1993) Warrant: The current debate. Oxford University Press, Oxford
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pryor J. (2004) What’s wrong with Moore’s argument? Philosophical Issues (Epistemology) 14(1): 349–378
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Russell B. (1997) The problems of philosophy. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Vogel J. (1990) Cartesian skepticism and inference to the best explanation. Journal of Philosophy 87: 658–666

                    Google Scholar 
                

	White R. (2006) Problems for dogmatism. Philosophical Studies 131(3): 525–557
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (2004) Warrant for nothing (and foundations for free)?  Aristotelian Society Supplement 78(1): 167–212
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright C. (2007) The perils of dogmatism. In: Nuccetelli S., Seay G. (eds) Themes from G. E. Moore: New essays in epistemology and ethics. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Scripps College, Claremont, CA, USA
Yuval Avnur


Authors	Yuval AvnurView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Yuval Avnur.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Avnur, Y. An old problem for the new rationalism.
                    Synthese 183, 175–185 (2011). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-010-9759-6
Download citation
	Received: 29 January 2010

	Accepted: 18 June 2010

	Published: 29 July 2010

	Issue Date: November 2011

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-010-9759-6


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Epistemology
	Skepticism
	Warrant








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.227.232.75
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    