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Jonathan Kvanvig has argued that what he terms “doxastic” theories of epistemic justification fail to account for certain epistemic features having to do with evidence. I’m going to give an argument roughly along these lines, but I’m going to focus specifically on proper function theories of justification or warrant. In particular, I’ll focus on Michael Bergmann’s recent proper function account of justification, though the argument applies also to Alvin Plantinga’s proper function account of warrant. The epistemic features I’m concerned about are experiences that should generate a believed defeater but don’t. I’ll argue that proper functionalism as it stands cannot account for the epistemic effects of these defeating experiences—or, at least, that it can only do so by embracing a deeply implausible view of our cognitive faculties. I’ll conclude by arguing that the only plausible option Bergmann has for modifying his theory undercuts the consideration that motivates proper functionalism in the first place.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Conceivability, Kripkean Identity, and S5: A Reply to Jonathon VandenHombergh
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         12 December 2023
                                    

                                

                                Peter Marton

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What is the myth of the given?
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         13 July 2021
                                    

                                

                                James R. O’Shea

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Nietzsche’s Epistemic Perspectivism
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2020
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Bergmann M. (2006) Justification without awareness: A defense of epistemic externalism. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kvanvig J. (1992) The intellectual virtues and the life of the mind: On the place of the virtues in contemporary epistemology. Rowman & Littlefield, Savage, MD

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kvanvig J. (2000) Zagzebski on justification. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 60: 191–196
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kvanvig J. (2003) Propositionalism and the perspectival character of justification. American Philosophical Quarterly, 40(1): 3–18

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kvanvig, J. (2006). On denying a presupposition of sellars’ problem: A defense of propositionalism. In C. de Almeida (Ed.), Veritas, 50(4), 173–190.

	Kvanvig J. (2007a) Two approaches to epistemic defeat. In: Baker D.-P. (eds) Alvin Plantinga: Contemporary philosophy in focus. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp 107–124

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kvanvig, J. (2007b). Propositionalism and the metaphysics of experience. In E. Sosa & E. Villanueva (Eds.), Philosophical issues, 17, 165–178.

	Kvanvig J., Menzel C. (1990) The basic notion of justification. Philosophical Studies 59: 235–261
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lackey, J., Sosa, E. (eds) (2006) The Epistemology of testimony. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Plantinga A. (1993a) Warrant: The current debate. Oxford University Press, Oxford
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Plantinga A. (1993b) Warrant and proper function. Oxford University Press, Oxford
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shope R. K. (1978) The conditional fallacy in contemporary philosophy. The Journal of Philosophy 75: 397–413
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Baylor University, Waco, TX, USA
Daniel M. Johnson


Authors	Daniel M. JohnsonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Daniel M. Johnson.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Johnson, D.M. Proper function and defeating experiences.
                    Synthese 182, 433–447 (2011). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-010-9752-0
Download citation
	Received: 22 February 2010

	Accepted: 14 May 2010

	Published: 23 July 2010

	Issue Date: October 2011

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11229-010-9752-0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Proper function
	Defeaters
	Evidence
	Justification








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					50.19.159.160
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    