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This special issue is based on a conference titled ‘The Concept of God and the Cognitive
Science of Religion’, held at the University of Birmingham in the United Kingdom
from June 14 to 16, 2009. It collects four papers from the conference, by Nancy
Kendrick, Klaas Kraay, Graham Oppy and Edward Wierenga, and an additional paper
by Brian Leftow. I would like to thank them for their contributions, and Eugene
Thomas Long for his editorial support. The conference was part of my research pro-
ject ‘Anselmian Perfect Being Theology and the Cognitive Science of Religion’ that
I conducted for the Cognition, Religion and Theology Project at the University of
Oxford, funded by the John Templeton Foundation. I am grateful to the Project and
the Foundation for their generous support. The views expressed in this issue are not
necessarily those of the Project or the Foundation.

More than 900 years have passed since Anselm’s death yet, as the contributions to
this issue demonstrate, the debate on Anselmian theism is far from over. Anselmian
theism remains amongst the most influential forms of theism.

Y. Nagasawa (B)
School of Philosophy, Theology and Religion, University of Birmingham,
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT, UK
e-mail: Y.Nagasawa@bham.ac.uk
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