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                    Abstract
Although psychopathy is a major area of research in psychology and criminology, much remains unknown about its etiological underpinnings. Drawing on data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health, the current study explored the association between neuropsychological deficits and psychopathic personality traits and produced three key findings. First, four neuropsychological deficits measures were consistently related to the measure of psychopathic personality traits both longitudinally and cross-sectionally. Second, neuropsychological deficits measures predicted variation in psychopathic personality traits for both males and females and the magnitude of the association between neuropsychological deficits and psychopathic personality traits did not vary as a function of gender. Third, parental socialization measures had relatively small and inconsistent effects on psychopathic personality traits. Suggestions for future research are offered.
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Appendix: Items included in the psychopathy scale
Appendix: Items included in the psychopathy scale

                  	1.
	I sympathize with others’ feelings

	2
	I get angry easily

	3.
	I am not interested in other people’s problems

	4.
	I often forget to put things back in their proper place

	5.
	I am relaxed most of the time

	6.
	I am not easily bothered by things

	7.
	I rarely get irritated

	8.
	I talk to a lot of different people at parties

	9.
	I feel others’ emotions

	10.
	I get upset easily

	11.
	I get stressed out easily

	12.
	I lose my temper

	13.
	I keep in the background

	14.
	I am not really interested in others

	15.
	I seldom feel blue

	16.
	I don’t worry about things that have already happened

	17.
	I keep my cool

	18.
	I go out of my way to avoid having to deal with problems in my life

	19.
	When making a decision, I go with my ‘gut feeling’ and don’t think much about the consequences of each alternative

	20.
	I live my life without much thought for the future

	21.
	Other people determine most of what I can and cannot do

	22.
	There are many things that interfere with what I want to do

	23.
	There is really no way I can solve the problems I have
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