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This January issue of the Journal of Sol–Gel Science and
Technology is the 2nd Special Issue dedicated to Sol–Gel
2015, the XVIII International Sol–Gel Conference held in
Kyoto, September 6–11, 2015. The first one was published
in the Journal of Sol–Gel Science and Technology as
Volume 79, Issue 2, and contained the contributions of the
Keynote, Invited and Award winning (Ulrich and best
posters) presentations.

The organization of this second issue was suggested
during the meeting that the JSST Editors and members of
the International Advisory Board (IAB) had during the
Sol–Gel 2015 conference. It contains for the first time six-
teen contributions submitted by those who made the most
interesting oral presentations according to the chairs of each
session. I would like to add the following comments about
the procedure for building up the scientific program of the
conference. First the Local Organizing Committee (LOC)
asked the International Advisory Board members to nomi-
nate invited speakers. Thanks to the great cooperation with
the IAB members, the LOC could have excellent plenary
and invited speakers. As for the contributed papers, we were
very happy to have the abstracts submitted for oral pre-
sentations, which were much larger in number than the slots
we prepared for oral presentations. The Scientific Commit-
tee (SC) members made great efforts to select oral pre-
sentations, reading the submitted abstracts very carefully in
order to make the final version of the scientific program.

I would like to thank all IAB and SC members for their
great contribution on realizing such an excellent scientific
program of Sol–Gel 2015. I also would like to thank the
session chairs for their efforts in selecting the best oral
presentations for this Special Issue. I appreciate their efforts
and express my thanks by listing their names
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