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                    Abstract
Many studies on refugees suggested that refugees’ traumatic events associated with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). However, it is unknown whether refugees’ PTSD was caused by their negative experience before or after the entry of their destination country. Thus, a separation of refugees’ pre-migration from their post-migration experience is particularly important in understanding the causal impact of trauma. Using a sample from North Korean refugees, this study investigates the prevalence of PTSD symptoms, the impact of tortured trauma, repatriation experiences, on PTSD among North Korean refugees (n = 698). We found that North Korean refugees in our sample (a) demonstrated a high rate of current probable PTSD; (b) were demonstrated a higher frequency of repatriation experiences with a greater risk for PTSD symptoms. The findings suggest that particular types of trauma for populations with particular socio-demographic characteristics may be at a greater risk of PTSD.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The association between long-distance migration and PTSD prevalence in Syrian refugees
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         27 May 2022
                                    

                                

                                Andreas Halgreen Eiset, Michaelangelo P. Aoun, … Wadih J. Naja

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Association of traumatic events with levels of psychological distress and depressive symptoms in male asylum seekers and refugees resettled in Italy
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         01 December 2020
                                    

                                

                                Michela Nosè, Lorenzo Tarsitani, … Corrado Barbui

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Post-traumatic stress disorder and depression among Syrian refugees residing in the Kurdistan region of Iraq
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         08 November 2019
                                    

                                

                                Harem Nareeman Mahmood, Hawkar Ibrahim, … Frank Neuner

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Stotz SJ, Elbert T, Müller V, Schauer M. The relationship between trauma, shame, and guilt: findings from a community-based study of refugee minors in Germany. Eur J Psychotraumatol. 2015;6:25863. https://doi.org/10.3402/ejpt.v6.25863.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Steel Z, Chey T, Silove D, Marnane C, Bryant RA, Van Ommeren M. Association of torture and other potentially traumatic events with mental health outcomes among populations exposed to mass conflict and displacement: a systematic review and meta-analysis. J Am Med Assoc. 2009;302:537–49.
Article 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Marshall EA, Butler K, Roche T, Cumming J, Taknint JT. Refugee youth: a review of mental health counseling issues and practices. Can Psychol. 2016;57:308–19.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nickerson A, Liddell BJ, Maccallum F, Steel. Z, Silove D, Gryant RA. Posttraumatic stress disorder and prolonged grief in refugees exposed to trauma and loss. BMC Psychiatry. 2014;14:106–67.
Article 
    PubMed 
    PubMed Central 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Thapa SB, Van Ommeren M, Sharma B, de Jong JTVM., Hauff E. Psychiatric disability among tortured Bhutanese refugees in Nepal. Am J Psychiatry. 2003;160:20–32.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Silove D, Steel Z, Buaman A, Chey T, McFarlane A. Trauma, PTSD and the longer-term mental health burden amongst Vietnamese refugees. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol. 2007;42:467–76.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kim E, Yun M, Park M, Hue W. Cross border North Korean women trafficking and victimization between North Korea and China: an ethnographic case study. Int J Law Crime Justice. 2009;37(4):154–69.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Yun M. North Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea). In: Chu CD, editor. Crime and punishment around the world: Asia and Pacific. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO; 2010. pp. 178–87.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kim HK, Lee OJ. A phenomenological study on the experience of North Korean refugees. Nurs Sci Q. 2009;22:85–8.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jeon WT, Yu SE, Cho YA, Eom JS. Traumatic experiences and mental health of North Korean refugees in South Korea. Psychiatry Invest. 2008;5:213–20.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jungang Ilbo. A news paper release. July, 24, 2017. A whole family member arrested by Chinese police committed suicide in China. http://news.joins.com/article/21780257. Assessed 26 Sept 2017.

	Kim KH. Differences in the symptoms of complex PTSD and PTSD in North Korean defectors by trauma type. Korean Soc Sci Rev. 2014;4:65–92.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kim JN, Cho YK, Chae JM. North Korean defector’s depression through the CES-D and the Rorschach test. Korean J Psychol Soc Issues. 2008;14:41–61.
CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eun HJ, Kweon T, Lee SM, Kim TH, Choi MR, Cho SJ. A test of validity of Korean version of IES-R. Neuromedichne 2005;44:303–10.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Arenliu A, Kelmendi K, Berxuli D. Gender differences in depression symptoms: findings from a population survey in Kosovo-A country in transition. Psychol Thought. 2016;9:236–47.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Weine SM, Kulauzovic Y, Klebic A, Besic S, Mujagic A, Muzurovic J, et al. Evaluating a multiple-family group access intervention for refugees with PTSD. J Marital Fam Ther. 2008;34:149–64.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Volgaridous M, Papadopoulos R, Tomaras V. Working with refugee families in Greece: systematic considerations. J Fam Ther. 2006;28:200–20.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	School of Police Administration, Catholic Kwandong University, Gangneung, Gangwon, South Korea
Eunyoung Kim

	Department of Police Science and Security Studies, Gachon University, Sungnam, Kyonggi, South Korea
Minwoo Yun

	National Center for Mental Health, Seoul, South Korea
Jin Yong Jun

	Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health, College of Medicine, Catholic Kwandong University, 522, Naegok, Gangneung, Gangwon, 210-701, South Korea
Woong-Sub Park


Authors	Eunyoung KimView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Minwoo YunView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Jin Yong JunView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Woong-Sub ParkView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Woong-Sub Park.


Ethics declarations

              
              
                Conflict of interest

                No conflicting interest declared.

              
            

Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
       



Cite this article
Kim, E., Yun, M., Jun, J.Y. et al. Pre-migration Trauma, Repatriation Experiences, and PTSD Among North Korean Refugees.
                    J Immigrant Minority Health 21, 466–472 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-018-0742-5
Download citation
	Published: 12 April 2018

	Issue Date: 15 June 2019

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-018-0742-5


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	North Korean refugee
	Pre-migration trauma
	Posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms
	Repatriation








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.234.231.192
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    