
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    
    
        
            
                Advertisement

                
                    
                        
                            [image: Advertisement]
                        
                    

                

            

        

    



    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Journal of Clinical Immunology

	
                        Article

IgA Deficiency & Mortality: A Population-Based Cohort Study


                    	Original Research
	
                            Published: 12 October 2013
                        


                    	
                            Volume 33, pages 1317–1324, (2013)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Journal of Clinical Immunology
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	J. F. Ludvigsson1,2, 
	M. Neovius2 & 
	L. Hammarström3 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            589 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            15 Citations

        
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
IgA deficiency has been linked to increased morbidity but data on mortality is lacking. In this population-based prospective cohort study we examined mortality in patients with IgA deficiency compared with the general population. Through six university hospitals in Sweden we identified 2,495 individuals with IgA deficiency (IgA deficiency≤0.07 mg/L) diagnosed between 1980 and 2012. Each patient with IgA deficiency was matched on age, sex, place of residence, and year of diagnosis with up to 10 general population controls (n = 24,509). Data on education level and emigration status were obtained from Statistics Sweden. Our main outcome measure was all-cause mortality retrieved from the nationwide Causes of Death Register, which includes >99 % of all deaths in Sweden. We used Cox regression to estimate mortality hazard ratios conditioned on the matching factors and adjusted for education level. During 25,367 person-years of follow-up (median 8.3), there were 260 deaths in the IgA deficiency group versus 1,599 deaths during 257,219 person-years (median 8.6) in the general population controls (102 versus 62 deaths per 10,000 person-years; incidence rate difference, 40, 95%CI 28–53, P < .001). This corresponded to a conditional mortality hazard ratio of 1.8 (95%CI 1.6–2.1, P < .001). Relative mortality varied by follow-up time (P < .001) from a hazard ratio of 3.6 (95%CI 2.5–5.3; P < .001) during the first year to 1.9 (95%CI 1.5–2.4; P < .001) year 1–4; 1.9 (95%CI 1.4–2.4; P < .001) year 5–9; 1.5 (1.0–2.2; P = .054) year 10–14.9; and 1.1 (0.7–1.6; P = .66) year 15–25. Effect modification was also seen by age in each stratum of follow-up time, with higher relative mortality in younger than older patients (P < .001). In conclusion, patients with IgA deficiency are at increased risk of death in the first 10 to 15 years after diagnosis.
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