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                    Abstract
Anxiety disorders tend to onset early in development and often result in chronic impairment across the lifespan. Thus, there is substantial interest in identifying early neural markers of anxiety and leveraging these markers to better understand processes leading to anxiety. The late positive potential (i.e., LPP) indexes sustained attention to motivationally relevant stimuli; and the LPP to negative images is increased in individuals with anxiety. In the current study, we examined how parental presence impacts the LPP to threatening images in children (52.6% male) between 5 and 7 years-old (N = 78). Moreover, we explored interactions with parental sensitivity to child anxiety symptoms. Results suggest that when children are in the presence of their parent (compared to the presence of an experimenter), they displayed a larger LPP to threatening images. LPP activity was modulated by parental response to their child’s anxiety symptoms, such that children with parents who were overly reactive to their children’s anxiety symptoms had the greatest LPP response when viewing threatening stimuli in their parent’s presence. Additionally, exploratory analyses indicated that children with clinical and subclinical anxiety were characterized by an increased LPP to negative images, but only when the LPP was measured with parents in the room. Findings are novel and extend previous work by suggesting that parents who react strongly when observing their children’s anxiety symptoms in turn increase their child’s engagement with threatening stimuli, thereby placing them at greater risk for anxiety.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            Fig. 1[image: ]


Fig. 2[image: ]



                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Parental Reactivity and the Link Between Parent and Child Anxiety Symptoms
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         23 January 2015
                                    

                                

                                Jessica L. Borelli, Hannah F. Rasmussen, … John C. Piacentini

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Maternal attachment security modulates the relationship between vulnerability to anxiety and attentional bias to threat in healthy children
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         12 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Catherine Raymond, Rebecca Cernik, … Marie-France Marin

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The impacts of anxiety and depressive symptoms on emotional processing in children and their parents: an event-related potential study
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         11 May 2023
                                    

                                

                                Zhuo Rachel Han, Julia Yan, … Hui Wang

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    Notes
	The following IAPS pictures presented in color: 1050, 1120, 1201, 1300, 1321, 1930, 2120, 2130, 2780, 2810, 2900, 3280, 5740, 5750, 5800, 5970, 7002, 7004, 7006, 7009, 7010, 7025, 7035, 7090, 7380, 9582


	Randomization was efficacious, i.e., no order effects for condition, X2 (2, N = 78) = 0.82, p = 0.37.


	The pattern of results is consistent when controlling for child age and ethnicity (i.e., the three-way interaction with PSCAI Fear remains significant), F(1, 72) = 9.43, p = 0.003, ηp2 = 0.12.
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