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                    Abstract
The purpose of the study was to advance our understanding of the developmental precursors of Moral Disengagement (MD) and the role of MD in the development of antisocial behavior from early risk among an ethnically diverse sample of 187 low-income boys followed prospectively from ages 1.5 to 17. Results indicated associations between early rejecting parenting, neighborhood impoverishment, and child empathy and later MD. The link between some of these early constructs and later antisocial behavior was mediated by MD. Finally, in an exploratory path model both MD and biases in social information processing were found to mediate separate paths from early risk factors to later antisocial behavior. Results were partially consistent with the notion that adolescent MD was predicted by a combination of early family, neighborhood, and child risk factors, and that MD may be a mechanism underlying some boys’ risk of antisocial behavior.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            Fig. 1[image: ]


Fig. 2[image: ]



                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Long-term emotional consequences of parental alienation exposure in children of divorced parents: A systematic review
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         25 November 2021
                                    

                                

                                Paloma Miralles, Carmen Godoy & María D. Hidalgo

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Adolescent Susceptibility to Deviant Peer Pressure: Does Gender Matter?
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         25 September 2017
                                    

                                

                                Shelly S. McCoy, Laura M. Dimler, … Misaki N. Natsuaki

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Effects of Inter-Parental Conflict on Children’s Social Well-Being and the Mediation Role of Parenting Behavior
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         16 December 2021
                                    

                                

                                Stephanie Hess

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    Notes
	It should be noted that the pattern of results was similar when not controlling for early externalizing behavior, although in some cases the relationships between variables was stronger when controlling for this early behavior.


	Given the longitudinal nature of this project, this question was addressed by computing a similar regression to predict MD using the same or similar predictor variables all assessed at age 12: empathy, inter-parental aggression, parental knowledge (see Trentacosta et al. 2009), and neighborhood impoverishment. In this regression, empathy continued to be the strongest predictor of MD, albeit the relationship between MD and neighborhood impoverishment was stronger using age 12 versus age 6–10 data.
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