
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    
    
        
            
                Advertisement

                
                    
                        
                            [image: Advertisement]
                        
                    

                

            

        

    



    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        International Ophthalmology

	
                        Article

Biologic therapy for refractory scleritis: a new treatment perspective


                    	Review
	
                            Published: 29 August 2015
                        


                    	
                            Volume 35, pages 903–912, (2015)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            International Ophthalmology
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Tania Sales de Alencar de Fidelix1, 
	Luis Antonio Vieira2, 
	Denise de Freitas2 & 
	…
	Virginia Fernandes Moça Trevisani1 

Show authors
                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            1467 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            37 Citations

        
	
                
                    
                1 Altmetric

            
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
Scleritis is an umbrella term for a heterogeneous group of ocular diseases that can be associated with autoimmune or systemic disorders. The purpose of this article was to review the literature regarding the use of biologic drugs to treat refractory scleritis. A search of the MEDLINE, Embase, and LILACS electronic databases was conducted, and the reference lists of published articles were hand-searched. No language filters were used. This search strategy yielded no randomized trials of the use of biologic therapies to treat scleritis; only case reports and retrospective studies were retrieved. These studies suggest that monoclonal antibodies (infliximab and adalimumab) are superior to the soluble TNF receptor fusion protein etanercept for the treatment of scleritis in patients that do not respond to corticosteroids and/or to immunosuppressive treatment. Rituximab seems to be the best option for scleritis associated with vasculitis.
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