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                    Abstract
Greenlandic governance institutions have been criticised for their colonial heritage of centralisation and lack of democratic participation. In the same manner, Greenlandic fisheries management is notorious in the academic literature for its centralised and locally illegitimate character. While recognising the lack of localised co-management fisheries governance institutions in Greenland, we argue that something has yet to be said about power and user participation in the centralised institutions that have developed. From a symbolic interactionist perspective we dissect the centralised institutions in terms of a differentiated cast of actors and their interaction and argue that participation and power come in many institutional guises as the complex cast of actors within the centralised system represent themselves and others. If we are to understand power and participation in Greenlandic fisheries governance, we need to understand the creation of alliances of the subject-positions that seek control of the self-rule fisheries governance decision-making.
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	‘The West Greenland marine ecosystem and climate change—The socio-economic adaptation and governance challenges for fisheries management’. Innovative Fisheries Management–an Aalborg University Research Centre and Greenland Climate Research Centre.


	We received and took into account many helpful comments on factual matters, fisher- and industry-influence and our ways of representing the actors involved. The interpretations and arguments expressed in this article however remain the authors’ alone.


	North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission


	Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Commission


	North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization


	MSC refers to Marine Stewardship Council certification. It is a certification of fish products that claims to guarantee the consumer that the fishery behind the product is conducted in a biologically sustainable way.
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