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                    Abstract
We aimed to investigate the association of psychopathology with tattooing and body piercing among adolescents in Istanbul by means of self-report questionnaires. Tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade students from 2 high schools in Istanbul with a total number of 607 participated in the study. The Youth Self Report, Children’s Depression Inventory and a detailed semi-structured inquiry assessing tattooing, body piercing and some psychiatric and psychosocial variables were administered to the students. The prevalence of tattooing and body piercing were 4.8 and 7 %, respectively. The adolescents with tattooing and body piercing were found to have a higher frequency of alcohol and drug use, smoking, going to bars/night clubs and lower school grades when compared to those without tattooing and body piercing. Externalizing problems, mainly delinquent and aggressive behaviours were more prominent in the adolescents with tattooing and body piercing. Tattooing and body piercing in adolescents may be indicative of mental health risks.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Achenbach, T. M. (1991). Integrative guide for the 1991 CBCL/4–18, YSR and TRF profiles. Burlington, VT: University of Vermont, Department of Psychiatry.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Achenbach, T. M. (1993). The Cross-Informant Program for the CBCL/4-18, YSR, and TRF. Burlington: University of Vermont, Department of Psychiatry.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Armstrong, M. L., & McConnell, C. (1994). Tattooing in adolescents: More common than you think—The phenomenon and risks. Journal of Nursing Scholarship,
                  10, 26–33.
CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Armstrong, M. L., Roberts, A. E., Owen, D. C., & Koch, J. R. (2004). Contemporary college students and body piercing. Journal of Adolescent Health,
                  35, 58–61.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Barkan, O. L. (1942). Istila Devirlerinin Kolonizatör Türk Dervişleri Ve Zaviyeler [Turkish Sufi dervishes and convents in Invasion Era]. Vakıflar Dergisi,
                  2, 279–304. (Article in Turkish).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bone, A., Ncube, F., Nichold, T., & Noah, N. D. (2008). Body piercing in England: A survey of piercing at sites other than earlobe. BMJ,
                  336, 426–428.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bosello, R., Favaro, A., Zanetti, T., Soave, M., Vidotto, G., Huon, G., et al. (2010). Tattoos and piercings in adolescents: Family conflicts and temperament. Rivista Di Psichiatria,
                  45, 102–106.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Braithwaite, R., Robillard, A., Woodring, T., Stephens, T., & Arriola, K. J. (2001). Tattooing and body piercing among adolescent detainees: Relationship to alcohol and other drug use. Journal of Substance Abuse,
                  13, 5–16.
Article 
    PubMed 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brooks, T. L., Woods, E. R., Knight, J. R., & Shrier, L. A. (2003). Body modification and substance use in adolescents: Is there a link? Journal of Adolescent Health,
                  32, 44–49.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Carroll, S. T., Riffenburgh, R. H., Roberts, T. A., & Myhre, E. B. (2002). Tattoos and body piercings as indicators of adolescent risk-taking behaviors. Pediatrics,
                  6, 1021–1027.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cegolon, L., Xodo, C., Mastrangelo, G., & VAHP Working Group. (2010). Characteristics of adolescents who expressed indifference or no interest towards body art. BMC Public Health,
                  10, 605.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Deschesnes, M., Finès, P., & Demers, S. (2006). Are tattooing and body piercing indicators of risk-taking behaviours among high school students? Journal of Adolescent,
                  29, 379–393.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Diyarbekirli, N. (1972). Hun Sanatı [The art of Hun] (pp. 59–60). Istanbul: Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı Yayınları. (Book in Turkish).

	Drews, D. R., Allison, C. K., & Probst, J. R. (2000). Behavioural and self-concept differences in tattooed and non-tattooed college students. Psychological Reports,
                  86, 475–481.
Article 
    PubMed 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Erol, N., Simşek, Z., Oner, O., & Munir, K. (2005). Effects of internal displacement and resettlement on the mental health of Turkish children and adolescents. European Psychiatry,
                  20, 152–157.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Esin, E. (2003). Türklerde Maddi Kültürün Kaynakları [Resources of Material Culture in Turks] (p. 268). Istanbul: Kabalcı Yayınları. (Book in Turkish).

	Forbes, G. B. (2001). College students with tattoos and piercings: Motives, family experiences, personality factors, and perception by others. Psychological Reports,
                  89, 774–786.
Article 
    PubMed 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kadıoglu, C. N. (1996). Anadolu’nun Bazı Yörelerinde Dövme Adeti ve Bu Adetin Çağdaş Yaşamdaki Yeri: I.Türk Halk Kültürü Araştırma Sonuçları Sempozyumu Bildirileri [Tattooing tradition in some regions of Anatolia and its role in modern life: Results of the 1st Turkish Folk Culture Research Symposium]. Ankara: Kültür Bakanlığı HAGEM Yayınları. (Book in Turkish).

	Kadıoglu, C. N. (2002). Anadolu’nun Bazı Yörelerinde Dövme Adeti ve Bu Adetin Çağdaş Yaşamdaki Yeri, Doğunun Tenindeki Nakış [Tattooing tradition in some regions of Anatolia and its role in modern life, Embroidery on the skin of East]. Atlas Dergisi, Ağustos, Sayı 113. (Article in Turkish).

	Kovacs, M. (1985). The Children’s Depsession Inventory (CDI). Psychopharmacology Bulletin,
                  21, 995–998.
PubMed 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Laumann, A. E., & Derick, A. J. (2006). Tattoos and body piercing in the United States: A national data set. Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology,
                  55, 413–421.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Meland, E., Breidablik, H. J., Vik, L. J., & Ekeland, T. J. (2004). Teenagers with piercing and tattooing. Tidsskr Nor Laegeforen,
                  124, 1760–1763. (Article in Norwegian).
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Oliveira, M. D., Matos, M. A., Martins, R. M., & Teles, S. A. (2006). Tattooing and body piercing as lifestyle indicator of risk behaviours in Brazilian adolescents. European Journal of Epidemiology,
                  21, 559–560.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Oy, B. (1991). The children’s depression inventory: Validity and reliability study. Turkish Psychiatry Journal,
                  2, 132–136. (In Turkish).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Roberts, T. A., Auinger, P., & Ryan, S. A. (2004). Body piercing and high-risk behavior in adolescents. Journal of Adolescent Health,
                  34, 224–229.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Roberts, T. A., & Ryan, S. A. (2002). Tattooing and high-risk behaviour in adolescents. Pediatrics,
                  110, 1058–1063.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Conflict of interest
None.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Antakya State Hospital of Obstetrics and Child Care, Child Psychiatry Clinic, Antakya, Hatay, Turkey
Ozalp Ekinci

	Department of Psychiatry, Marmara University School of Medicine, Istanbul, Turkey
Volkan Topcuoglu

	Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Marmara University School of Medicine, Istanbul, Turkey
Osman Sabuncuoglu, Meral Berkem, Elif Akin & Funda Ozer Gumustas


Authors	Ozalp EkinciView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Volkan TopcuogluView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Osman SabuncuogluView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Meral BerkemView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Elif AkinView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Funda Ozer GumustasView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Ozalp Ekinci.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Ekinci, O., Topcuoglu, V., Sabuncuoglu, O. et al. The Association of Tattooing/Body Piercing and Psychopathology in Adolescents: A Community Based Study from Istanbul.
                    Community Ment Health J 48, 798–803 (2012). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10597-012-9509-y
Download citation
	Received: 01 May 2011

	Accepted: 12 March 2012

	Published: 22 March 2012

	Issue Date: December 2012

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10597-012-9509-y


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Tattoo
	Body piercing
	Adolescence








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					34.205.172.146
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    