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                    Abstract
We report a case of esophagectomy after a primary esophageal gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) was preoperatively treated with imatinib mesylate. A 71-year-old woman was diagnosed with an esophageal submucosal tumor by upper gastrointestinal endoscopy at her health checkup. The tumor was located at the lower thoracic esophagus immediately above the esophagogastric junction and measured 4.5 cm in size. It was diagnosed as GIST of the esophagus for reasons of its high susceptibility to imatinib mesylate. Preoperative treatment with imatinib was performed in an attempt to preserve the esophagus. Although the tumor size was decreased by 36% after the 6-month treatment, transhiatal esophagectomy was required for complete resection, and esophageal preservation could not be accomplished.
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