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                    Abstract
We present a case of esophageal carcinoma in which esophagectomy was not possible because of tuberculous fibrosing mediastinitis. A 77-year-old man was diagnosed with carcinoma of the thoracic esophagus and admitted to our hospital. Chest radiography on admission revealed no abnormality except pleural thickening of the pulmonary apices, suggesting a history of subclinical infection of tuberculous pleurisy. The patient underwent surgery with a curative intent. Thoracotomy revealed that the mediastinum had been replaced with dense fibrous tissues and was widely encased with laminar calcification. Esophagectomy was not performed because it was considered impossible to do so safely. Although diagnosis of fibrous mediastinitis was not made preoperatively, review of the preoperative computed tomographic scans revealed proliferation of mediastinal soft tissues that were associated with patchy and laminar calcifications. Tuberculous fibrosing mediastinitis is an uncommon but clinically important disease for physicians who are involved in the diagnosis and treatment of esophageal cancer.
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