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Dear readers,

this issue of European Surgery represents a very spe-
cial spectrum of necessary and outstanding informa-
tion. The enthusiastic personality of the president
of the Austrian Surgical Society, Prof. Dr. Dietmar
Öfner-Velano, motivated a broad-spectrum firework
of highly stimulating papers dealing with an essen-
tial and very important topic: surgical education in
Austria and Central Europe.

The future counts, and there will be no success-
ful future if the present generation of teachers fail to
care. In addition, young surgeons have to prepare
themselves for their future: they will be the surgeons
who will have to master and meet the requirements of
the future (Fig. 1). Surgery can be minimal, invasive,
complex, and interdisciplinary.

In this issue of European Surgery, Prof. Öfner-
Velano orchestrates an interdisciplinary symphony
of papers covering all different aspects and modali-
ties required for effective teaching and education in
surgery. The spectrum covers all important aspects of
the topic.

I thus hope that the readers will share my fascina-
tion for the papers published in this issue of European
Surgery. Most importantly, this issue coincides with
the upcoming annual meeting of the Austrian Society
of Surgery in Salzburg, in May 2016. In line with the
focus and major topic of the congress, the readers will
find themselves within a beautiful colorful garden of
possibilities (Fig. 1). In addition to flexibility and dis-
cipline, our world needs an open-minded approach to
meet the health care requirements and challenges of
the future.
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Fig. 1 The imagemirrors the ideaof theauthor, that teaching
andeducation in surgerycompares to thecare required for the
maintenanceof agarden,wherepassionanddiscipline foster
respective support andmotivation to thosewhowish to flour-
ishandbloom: true for teacher andscholar. Imageobtained in
Hawaii, using iPhone technology
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Taken together, and to make a short story shorter:
motivation fosters success, success fosters satisfac-
tion, and satisfaction fosters security. Thus let us be
motivated to learn, teach, and educate for a well-de-
signed, positively tuned modern surgery.

Stay tuned and enjoy your work,

Martin Riegler
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