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                    Abstract
Mulberry twigs were inserted into the soil as bait to detect Rosellinia necatrix at an early stage of tree infection in the orchard. R. necatrix was frequently trapped on twigs near the trunk base at soil depths of 6–20 cm within 10–20 days in May–July, suggesting that the incubation period was dependent on soil temperature. Subsequently, we inserted twig in the soil around healthy-looking trees in naturally infested orchards. R. necatrix was trapped from 80.0% of Japanese pear and 75.0% of apple trees that later proved to be infected. This bait twig method facilitated quicker diagnosis of white root rot on Japanese pear and apple at early stages of infection and can be used to detect recurrence of the fungus after fungicide treatment.
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