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Wealth and Income Inequality in Europe

While it has long been apparent that global levels of wealth and income inequality have been 
steadily increasing since the 1970s, the issue received scant attention in Europe until the recent 
fi nancial crisis and the resulting Great Recession illuminated for the general public just how 
great the chasm between the very rich and everybody else had grown. This realisation was 
coupled with an increased focus on inequality among economists and other academics, leading 
to a fresh drive for policy ideas to remedy the alarming trend. This Forum comprises a diverse 
range of viewpoints on the recent history and dynamics of inequality within Europe, each striving 
to defi ne the root causes in the various countries being examined. The defi nition of these 
causes, of course, can inform the direction of policies aimed at alleviating the growing inequality 
in many European countries and thereby curtail one of the major political and social issues of 
our time.

DOI: 10.1007/s10272-016-0575-1


