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The past year, 2020, proved to be one of the worst years in the
new century because of the COVID-19 pandemic that affected
tens of millions of people, killing many of them, almost all of
whom were elderly and people with chronic and neurodegen-
erative disorders, and the pandemic has greatly influenced all
our activities, including social, working, and family behavior.

However, 2020 was also an important year for research.
Science was able to successfully react to the pandemic, and
the coordinated actions of many scientists and pharmaceutical
industries helped to produce the COVID-19 vaccines in a very
short time using innovative techniques. The biggest vaccina-
tion project in history is currently underway in numerous
countries, with the first doses already administered and mil-
lions more hoped to be distributed soon.

It was also the year in which we witnessed a great demon-
stration of altruism and professionalism from all the health
care workers involved in the care of a large number of pa-
tients, and doing so at first with limited support and protective
equipment. They have been considered the heroes of this pan-
demic, and many of them died with the infection.

Neurologic Journal, as all the scientific journals, was very
much influenced by this general situation: we received many
articles related to COVID-19, for which we organized a fast
evaluation process. All were published in a COVID-19-
related section of the journal, in order to give as soon as pos-
sible the news related to the involvement of the central and
peripheral nervous systems and muscles in this infection, and
also to offer suggestions regarding new organization strategies
in order to avoid the “lockdown” for all the other neurologic
diseases in relation to the pandemic. From January–
November, 181 COVID-19-related papers were received and
77 articles were accepted.

Here I present to you some data about our activity.
Figure 1 shows all the articles we received in 2020, the

COVID-19 articles, and those we accepted.
The 2019 IF was stable, up to 2.4.
There was a substantial increase in downloads, as reported

in Fig. 2, confirming the good international appreciation of the
journal.

The very high number of articles received—at the end of
the year, there were more than 2400 (in 2019, there were
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1800!)—generated a great amount of work for all the editorial
staff, including processing and evaluating, and I sincerely ac-
knowledge the involvement of the Associate Editors, the
Editorial Board, and the reviewers.

We now start our 42nd year of activity and the last year in
which I will serve as editor-in-chief: I hope that, with the
collaboration of all—the Associate Editors, the Editorial
Board members, the Reviewers, and the Editorial staff, which
I thank very much for their support—we can continue to im-
prove our performances and to contribute to the diffusion of
the clinical neuroscience culture in the world.

Renewing my gratitude to all the reviewers (see the enclosed
list) and to all collaborators, I wish to all readers a fruitful, safe,

and healthy 2021, in which peace and serenity and control of
the COVID-19 pandemic in the world may help to improve the
scientific research and care regarding neurologic patients!

Prof. Antonio Federico
Emeritus Professor of Neurology
University of Siena
Editor-in-chief Neurological Sciences
We are indebted to the following experts who reviewed
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