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                    Abstract
Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a multi-factor autoimmune disorder with diverse clinical manifestations and unclear pathogenesis. Genetic components play important roles in the incidence and development of SLE. Among these, APRIL as a cytokine has roles in the stimulation and antibody production in B cells. APRIL was hypothesized to be associated with SLE. The aim of this study was to assess the involvement of the APRIL gene in SLE susceptibility in Iranian patients. A single-nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) for rs11552708 of APRIL gene was analyzed by real-time PCR in 60 SLE Iranian children and 64 healthy controls. DNA samples of patients and healthy controls were extracted from peripheral blood leukocytes by phenol-chloroform. Serum samples obtained from 45 children with SLE and 45 healthy controls were assayed by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). The G/G genotype (odds ratio (OR) 0.67, 95% confidence interval (CI) 0.22–2.07; P = 0.68) and G allele (OR 0.81, 95% CI 0.25–2.56; P = 0.89) frequencies of polymorphism at codon 67 (67G) do not differ significantly in the SLE patients compared with those in the healthy controls. The serum APRIL levels in the SLE patients (mean ± SD = 29.27 ng/ml ± 20.77, range from 0 to 55.33 ng/ml) were significantly higher than those in the healthy controls (P = 0.02). Our results demonstrated that rs11552708 of the APRIL gene is not associated with SLE susceptibility in Iranian children. Likewise, these findings suggest that APRIL antagonist could be a potential therapeutic target to control SLE in children.
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