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                    Abstract
A new gene from the hyperthermophilic archaeon Sulfolobus solfataricus MT4, coding for a putative protein reported to show sequence identity with the phosphotriesterase-related protein family (PHP), was cloned by means of the polymerase chain reaction from the S. solfataricus genomic DNA. In order to analyse the biochemical properties of the protein an overexpression system in Escherichia coli was established. The recombinant protein, expressed in soluble form at 5 mg/l of E. coli culture, was purified to homogeneity and characterized. In contrast with its mesophilic E. coli counterpart that was devoid of any tested activity, the S. solfataricus enzyme was demonstrated to have a low paraoxonase activity. This activity was dependent from metal cations with Co2+, Mg2+ and Ni2+ being the most effective and was thermophilic and thermostable. The enzyme was inactivated with EDTA and o-phenantroline. A reported inhibitor for Pseudomonas putida phosphotriesterase (PTE) had no effect on the S. solfataricus paraoxonase. The importance of a stable paraoxonase for detoxification of chemical warfare agents and agricultural pesticides will be discussed.
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                    Abbreviations
	PTE:
	
                    Phosphotriesterase

                  
	OPH:
	
                    Organophosphate hydrolase

                  
	OPD:
	
                    Organo-phosphate-degrading enzyme

                  
	OPs:
	
                    Organophosphates

                  
	SsoPox:
	
                    Sulfolobus solfataricus paraoxonase

                  
	ePHP:
	
                    E. coli phosphotriesterase-related protein

                  
	pNP:
	
                    P-nitrophenyl

                  
	LB:
	
                    Luria-Bertani

                  
	IPTG:
	
                    Isopropyl-β-D-thiogalactopyranoside

                  
	PVDF:
	
                    Polyvinylidene fluoride

                  
	EST2:
	
                    Esterase 2
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