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                    Abstract
Research into Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA), which has been suggested to be a subgroup within the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), is almost nonexistent in spite of the frequent reference to the condition in clinical practice. The total population of 15 to 24-year-olds in the Faroe Islands was screened for ASD, and 67 individuals were identified who met diagnostic criteria for ASD (corresponding to a general population prevalence of ASD of almost 1 %). Of these 67, 50 had parents who were interviewed using the Diagnostic Interview for Social and Communication Disorders (DISCO-11) which contains 15 “PDA-specific” items. Nine individuals met criteria for “possible clinical diagnosis of PDA”, meaning that almost one in five of all with ASD also had indications of having had PDA in childhood, and that 0.18 % of the total population had had the combination of ASD and PDA. However, at the time of assessment, only one of the 9 individuals with possible PDA still met “full criteria”. PDA possibly constitutes a considerable minority of all cases with ASD diagnosed in childhood, but criteria for the condition are unlikely to be still met in later adolescence and early adult life.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Identifying features of ‘pathological demand avoidance’ using the Diagnostic Interview for Social and Communication Disorders (DISCO)
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         30 July 2015
                                    

                                

                                Elizabeth O’Nions, Judith Gould, … Francesca Happé

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Extreme Demand Avoidance in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder: Refinement of a Caregiver-Report Measure
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         27 May 2021
                                    

                                

                                Elizabeth O’Nions, Francesca Happé, … Ilse Noens

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Social (Pragmatic) Communication Disorder and Its Relation to the Autism Spectrum: Dilemmas Arising From the DSM-5 Classification
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         26 May 2016
                                    

                                

                                Yael Brukner-Wertman, Nathaniel Laor & Ofer Golan

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Ellefsen A, Kampmann H, Billstedt E, Gillberg IC, Gillberg C (2007) Autism in the Faroe Islands. An epidemiological study. J Autism Dev Disord 37:437–444
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ehlers S, Gillberg C, Wing L (1999) A screening questionnaire for asperger syndrome and other high-functioning autism spectrum disorders in school age children. J Autism Dev Disord 29:129–141
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gillberg C (2010) The ESSENCE in child psychiatry: early symptomatic syndromes eliciting neurodevelopmental clinical examinations. Res Dev Disabil 31:1543–1551. doi:10.1016/j.ridd.2010.06.002
                        
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gillberg C (2014) PDA—Public display of affection or pathological demand avoidance?—reflections on O´Nions et al. (2014). J Child Psychol Psychiatry 55(7):769–770. doi:10.1111/jcpp.12275
                        

	Newson E, Le Maréchal K, David C (2003) Pathological demand avoidance syndrome: a necessary distinction within the pervasive developmental disorders. Arch Dis Child 88:595–600 (Review)
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed Central 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kocovska E, Biskupsto R, Gillberg IC, Ellefsen A, Kampmann H, Vang S et al (2012) The rising prevalence of autism: a prospective longitudinal study in the Faroe Islands. J Autism Dev Disord 42:1959–1966. doi:10.1007/s10803-012-1444-9
                        
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kopp S, Gillberg C (1997) Selective mutism: a population-based study: a research note. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 38:257–262
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lord C, Rutter M, LeCouteur A (1994) Autism diagnostic interview- revised: a revised version of a diagnostic interview for caregivers of individuals with possible pervasive developmental disorders. J Autism Dev Disord 24:659–685
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	O´Nions E, Viding E, Greven CU, Ronald A, Happé F (2013) Pathological demand avoidance: exploring the behavioural profile. Autism 18:538–544 (Epub ahead of print)
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	O´Nions E, Christie P, Gould J, Viding E, Happé F (2013) Development of the ‛Extreme Demand Avoidance Questionnaire’ (EDA-Q): preliminary observations on a trait measure for pathological demand avoidance. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 55:758–768. doi:10.1111/jcpp.12149 (Epub 2013 Oct 7)
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Reilly C, Atkinson P, Happé F, O´Nions E, Neville B, Gillberg C (2014) Extreme demand avoidance in childhood epilepsy: four case studies. Res Dev Disabil 35:3236–3244. doi:10.1016/j.ridd.2014.08.005
                        

	Rogers J, Viding E, Blair J, Frith U, Happé F (2006) Autism spectrum disorders and psychopathy: shared cognitive underpinnings or a double hit? Psychol Med 36:1789–1798
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wechsler D (1992) Wechsler intelligence scale for children-third edition. Psychological Corporation, London

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wechsler D (1981) Wechsler adult intelligence scale-revised. Psychological Corporation, San Antonio

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wing L, Gould J (1978) Systematic recording of behaviors and skills of retarded and psychotic children. J Autism Child Schizophr 8:79–97
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wing L, Leekam SR, Libby SJ, Gould J, Larcombe M (2002) The diagnostic interview for social and communication disorders: background, inter-rater reliability and clinical use. J Child Psychol Psychiatry 43:307–325
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wing L (2006) Diagnostic interview for social and communication disorders, 11th edn. Centre for Social and Communication Disorders, Bromley

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wing L, Gould J, Gillberg C (2011) Autism spectrum disorders in the DSM-V: better or worse than the DSM-IV?. Res Dev Disabil 32:733–768. doi:10.1016/j.ridd.2010.11.003
                        

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Acknowledgments
The study is funded by the Swedish Research Council.

                Conflict of interest

                None of the five authors have a conflict of interest to declare.

              

Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Gillberg Neuropsychiatry Centre (GNC), Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, Kungsgatan 12, 411 19, Gothenburg, Sweden
Christopher Gillberg, I. Carina Gillberg, Lucy Thompson, Rannvá Biskupsto & Eva Billstedt

	Institute of Health and Wellbeing, University of Glasgow, RHSC Yorkhill, Glasgow, G3 8SJ, Scotland
Lucy Thompson


Authors	Christopher GillbergView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	I. Carina GillbergView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Lucy ThompsonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Rannvá BiskupstoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Eva BillstedtView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Eva Billstedt.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Gillberg, C., Gillberg, I.C., Thompson, L. et al. Extreme (“pathological”) demand avoidance in autism: a general population study in the Faroe Islands.
                    Eur Child Adolesc Psychiatry 24, 979–984 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00787-014-0647-3
Download citation
	Received: 17 April 2014

	Accepted: 05 November 2014

	Published: 15 November 2014

	Issue Date: August 2015

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s00787-014-0647-3


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Pathological demand avoidance
	Extreme demand avoidance
	Autism spectrum disorder
	Population study
	Faroe Islands
	Prevalence
	Gender








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.242.250.80
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    