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                    Abstract
The relation between dietary habits and the risk of ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligaments of the spine (OPLL) was investigated in a case-control study conducted in Japan from 1998 to 2001. Prevalent OPLL cases (n = 69) were identified and individually matched by age and sex with community controls (n = 138) randomly selected from the general population in Hokkaido. A self-administered food-frequency questionnaire was used to assess habitual dietary intake. The odds ratio (OR) and its 95% confidence interval (CI) were estimated, using conditional logistic regression models to compute the OR adjusted for a history of diabetes mellitus. We found that frequent consumption of pickles (salted products) was significantly associated with an increased risk of OPLL, with an adjusted OR of 1.6 (95% CI, 1.1 to 2.2). The adjusted OR for nondaily consumers of rice was 3.0 (95% CI, 2.4 to 3.7). Frequent consumption of chicken (adjusted OR, 0.5; 95% CI, 0.3 to 0.98) and soy foods (adjusted OR, 0.4; 95% CI, 0.2 to 0.7) was significantly associated with a decreased risk of OPLL. Our findings suggest that dietary habits may constitute independent risk factors for OPLL. Further studies will be needed to prospectively determine the relationship between dietary habits and OPLL risk.
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