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                    Abstract
Injuries penetrating into the floor of the mouth in the oral cavity caused by chopsticks are rare. We report a case of neck impalement injury caused by a wooden chopstick fragment penetrating all the way through the base of the tongue. An 18-month-old boy fell off his chair when he was biting on a wooden chopstick. Four centimeters of the chopstick broke off but could not be found, so he was brought to our emergency department with minor bleeding from the tongue. Computed tomography (CT) revealed that the fragment had penetrated through the tongue into the neck. Ultrasonography (US) revealed that the fragment was in close proximity to the common carotid artery. Surgery for the removal of the chopstick tip was uneventful, with minimal soft tissue trauma. Postoperative progress was satisfactory and without complications. Of particular interest is the sensitivity of US in outlining the broken chopstick fragment lodged in the neck. It is noteworthy that the contrast of the chopstick greatly varied between CT and US.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            Fig. 1[image: ]


Fig. 2[image: ]



                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Thoracic esophageal injury due to a neck stab wound: a case report
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         20 May 2021
                                    

                                

                                Masaki Honda, Toshiro Tanioka, … Noriaki Takiguchi

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The banding phenomenon: injury or hypostasis?
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         03 May 2021
                                    

                                

                                Danica Cvetković, Vladimir Živković, … Slobodan Nikolić

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Management of an Unusual Penetrating Neck Injury with an Iron Rod in a Tertiary Care Centre
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         20 April 2023
                                    

                                

                                Tanmoy Deb

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Park SH, Cho KH, Shin YS, Kim SH, Ahn YH, Cho KG, Yoon SH. Penetrating craniofacial injuries in children with wooden and metal chopsticks. Pediatr Neurosurg. 2006;42:138–46.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Taniura S, Tatebayashi K, Akatsuka K, Takenobu A, Kamitani H, Yokoda M, Watanabe T. Transoral penetration of a half-split chopstick between the basion and the dens. Am J Neuroradiol. 2004;25:871–2.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chauhan N, Guillemaud J, El-Hakim H. Two patterns of impalement injury to the oral cavity: report of four cases and review of literature. Int J Pediatr Otorhinolaryngol. 2006;70:1479–83.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Britt LD, Weireter LJ Jr, Cole FJ Jr. Management of acute neck injury. In: Feliciano DV, Mattox KL, Moore EE, editors. Trauma. 6th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill; 2008. p. 467–77.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Yamashita K, Noguchi T, Mihara F, Yoshiura T, Togao O, Yoshikawa H, Honda H. An intraorbital wooden foreign body: description of a case and a variety of CT appearances. Emerg Radiol. 2007;14:41–3.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Barrett G, Williams C, Thomas D. Delayed presentation of a penetrating neck injury: diagnostic and management difficulties with retained organic material. JRSM Short Rep. 2010;1:19.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Emergency and Critical Care Medical Center, Osaka City General Hospital, 2-13-22 Miyakojima Hondoori, Miyakojima-ku, Osaka, 534-0021, Japan
Sanae Hosomi, Hiroshi Rinka, Yusuke Watanabe & Teruyuki Ikehara


Authors	Sanae HosomiView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Hiroshi RinkaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Yusuke WatanabeView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Teruyuki IkeharaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Sanae Hosomi.


About this article
Cite this article
Hosomi, S., Rinka, H., Watanabe, Y. et al. Cervical impalement injury to a child by a chopstick diagnosed with computed tomography and ultrasonography.
                    J Anesth 26, 598–600 (2012). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00540-012-1373-y
Download citation
	Received: 10 January 2012

	Accepted: 05 March 2012

	Published: 03 April 2012

	Issue Date: August 2012

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s00540-012-1373-y


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Neck injury
	Penetrating trauma
	Impalement trauma
	Chopstick
	Transoral trauma








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.203.175.219
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    