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This special issue contains selected papers from those presented at the 15th Interna-
tional Algorithms and Data Structures Symposium (WADS 2017), which was held
from July 31 to August 2, 2017, in St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada. WADS, which
alternates with the Scandinavian Symposium and Workshops on Algorithm Theory,
SWAT, is a forum for researchers in the area of design and analysis of algorithms and
data structures.

In response to the call for papers, 109 papers were submitted. From these sub-
missions, the Program Committee selected 49 papers for presentation at WADS 2017,
using a combination of online discussion inEasyChair and a one-day video conference.
From these 49, the Program Committee selected four outstanding algorithms papers
for a special issue in Algorithmica. Extended versions of these papers underwent a
rigorous refereeing process. They are presented here:

• ApproximatingSmallBalancedVertex Separators inAlmost LinearTime, bySebas-
tian Brandt and Roger Wattenhofer

• Modular Circulation and Applications to Traffic Management, by Philip Dasler
and David M. Mount

• Faster Algorithm for Truth Discovery via Range Cover, by ZiyunHuang, HuDing,
and Jinhui Xu

• An EPTAS for Scheduling onUnrelatedMachines of FewDifferent Types, by Klaus
Jansen and Marten Maack

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the WADS 2017 sponsors: Memorial
University of Newfoundland, The Fields Institute for Research in Mathematical Sci-
ences, Elsevier, and Springer.
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