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 The epifaunas of pier-pilings at six localities were investigated during two periods: 1980 and 1991–1992. The sampling stations were spatially distributed to determine if there were qualitative and/or quantitative differences between the fauna near the city of Tromsø and that closer to the open ocean. The results from both periods suggest that organic effluents from the urbanised areas of Tromsø have moderate and local effects on the fauna. Additionally, large increases, both in the number of taxa and the abundance of conspicuous organisms, took place from 1980 to 1991/1992. Possible reasons for these temporal changes are discussed.
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