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                    Abstract
Purpose: After transcatheter arterial
embolization (TAE) with iodized oil (Lipiodol), a relatively dense
accumulation of Lipiodol is often seen in the nontumorous liver
adjacent to a hypervascular hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) nodule. We
compared this phenomenon with the findings obtained with single-level
dynamic CT during hepatic arteriography (SLDCTHA) and presumed its
possible mechanism.
Methods: Fifty-six patients with HCC
underwent hepatic angiography including SLDCTHA followed by segmental
or subsegmental TAE with a mixture of an anticancer drug and Lipiodol.
We compared the drainage area of the HCC depicted on SLDCTHA with the
Lipiodol accumulation in the nontumorous liver adjacent to the HCC on
CT after TAE (LpCT).
Results: In 26 of the 56 patients,
a definite corona enhancement around the HCC, suggesting the drainage
of blood from the tumor into the surrounding liver parenchyma, was seen
on the late phase of SLDCTHA. In 17 of these 26 patients (65.4%), LpCT
showed a more intense accumulation of Lipiodol in the nontumorous liver
adjacent to the HCC that corresponded to the drainage area revealed on
SLDCTHA.
Conclusion: The drainage of blood from the HCC
was considered to be a possible mechanism of the accumulation of
Lipiodol in the nontumorous liver adjacent to the HCC.
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