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To the Editor,

We read with interest the article ‘‘Are medical students

who want to become Surgeons different? An international

cross-sectional study’’ by Baschera et al. [1]. We have a

few queries which may be of interest to other readers. Why

did the authors not include medical schools from other

English medium countries such as India or South Africa?

This would have provided a global perspective about sur-

gical interest making the word ‘International’ more accu-

rate. Further, the response rate was estimated as being

6.4 %. Thus, how could the authors draw the conclusions

that they have from these data? Finally, what are the actual

gender differences in surgical consultants in each of the

countries? Is there an increase in female interest in surgery

with time?

Thank you for your comments on these issues.
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