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                    Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship of ossification of posterior longitudinal ligament (OPLL) with enthesis, the site where the posterior longitudinal ligament (PLL) attaches to the vertebral body, by multi-detector CT reconstruction images. Twenty-nine patients with OPLL were studied. According to the plaques’ continuity to the vertebral body, OPLL plaques were classified into two categories: “free” and “contiguous”. A “broken sign” was defined as a crack between two plaques. The sites where each “contiguous” plaque attached to the vertebral body were then analysed. There were 78 ossified plaques in total, and six were “free”. There were eight cases with a “broken sign”, including six “free” ones. The site where all 72 “contiguous” plaques attached to the vertebral body included the zone where the PLL enthesis was situated, while other zones were included in only part of the plaques. Our conclusion was that there might be no real “free type” ossified plaques, and OPLL could start from enthesis, which indicated OPLL could be a kind of enthesopathy.
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